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Tutoring Participation Rate and Economic Thresholds

High overall participation rate, but significant 2
wealth gap:

67.5% of secondary school students in Hong Kong have
participated in after-school tutoring, yet children from low-
Income families struggle to afford it due to financial constraints.

Tutoring dilemmas for impoverished children:

A 2018 survey by the Hong Kong Society for Community
Organization showed that nearly 85% of impoverished children
surveyed stated they "needed tutoring or homework guidance,"
but less than 60% actually participated. Among them, 80%
relied on free tutoring from schools or voluntary organizations,
but such resources had limited spots (only 26% of students
were successful in securing a place), leaving nearly half of the
students without tutoring support.

BB Tutoring Participation Rate and Economic Threshold

Indicators

Participation Rate

of Paid Tutoring

Proportion Unable
to Afford Tutoring

Fees

Coverage Rate of
Free Tutoring

Quotas

All
Students

711.3%

18%

Households with

Monthly Income <
HK$20,000

42.1%

15.2% (compared
to 2023)

61 .7“0

Only covers 12% of
Low-income

Students

Data Source



Private tutoring has long been a thriving business There are significant numbers of education centres
in Hong Kong. According to a 2012 survey providing a wide variery of choice for the public, including
conducted by the Federation's Youth Research classes in musical instruments, dancing, artwork, languages,
Cenrtre (YRC), it was noted that more than sports, martial arts, or even acruarial science, often referred
50% of secondary students enrolled in private to as enrichment programmes. Many learning centres also
tutoring services, while approximarely 22.1%

of primary students in Primary Three or lower Chinese, and STEM, as well as for preparatory and

received private turtoring at the same time. admissions exams, including SAT and TOEFL.

Another study by marker research company Ipsos From our study conducted with 342 students, 19 parents,
(2016) showed that up to 3,300 schools provide 20 teachers, and 20 tutors this spring, we hope to shed new
tutorial courses for primary school pupils, and abourt light on the existing factors that continue to contribute to
2,900 schools targeted secondary school students. the booming industry of private turoring in Hong Kong.

offer classes in academic arcas such as English, Mathematics,

Students’ responses } B
Fuhasin stk b e A

342 students from the primary and secondary levels participated in our month-long survey, where statistics
revealed that a high percentage of them have attended private tutoring lessons (96.7%), with 72.2% still
attending tutoring classes.

Participation in Private Tutoring e e e @

Q1: Have you participated in private Q2: Are you currently still receiving in
tutoring? private tutoring?

No Yes

3.3% 72.2%

No

27.8%

Yes

96.7%

Method of Private Tutoring ee e e

Q3: How did you have your private tutoring lessons? (More than one option can be selected)

I,

Q< a. The private tutor comes to my home

26%

b. Online

27.2%

c. Going to a tutorial class ? d. Going to tutor's home

77.5% 9.4%

Time Allocation for Private Tutoringe e e @

~ Q4. How much time do/did you allocate time for private tutoring?

a. 1to 2 hours b. 2 to 4 hours c. 4 to 6 hours d. More than 6 hours
per week per week per week per week

AR

220 41.2% 28.9% 11.7% 18.1%
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Number of Subjects Received for Private Tutoring e e e @

Q5. In how many academic subject(s) do/did you receive private tutoring?

a. 1subject I 33%

b. 2 subjects I 30.7%
c.3subjects [N 16.4%

d. More than 4 subjects 1 9.90/0

Top Reasons for Undertaking Private Tutoring ee e @

Q6. What are some of the reasons for undertaking private tutoring?
Please select up to three reasons.

71%
46%

35% 32%
20% 20%

50/° I 1 1.0/0 I

a. Seeking  b. Examination  c. Meeting d. | feel e. Daytime f. Lack of g. Making h. Others
guidance with preparation parents’ pressurised lessons are not guidance on new friends
homeawork axpectations if others take understandable schoolwork from
private tutoring parents/relatives
and | don't

Overall Academic Performance after Receiving Private Tutoring e e e @

Q7. Please rate your overall academic performance after receiving private tutoring.

b. No change

22.2%
c. Worse

3.8%

a. Better

60.5%

d. Don't know

13.5%



Research Subjects:
3,044 students from Secondary 1 to Secondary 6

Low Classroom Participation

* Only 19.5% of students indicated that they "often take the
initiative to participate in classroom discussions”;

« 43.1% admitted to "being easily distracted in class" (a 12.3%
increase compared to 2019). Deep-rooted One-Way Teaching

38.7% of classrooms still rely mainly on

Technical Application and Interactive Needs teacher lecturing, with less than 15 minutes

. : . : of interaction per class.
* 67.3% of students believe that "incorporating technological P

tools (such as VR/AR) can enhance interest";

e 5849, expect "increased group cooperation or experimental Section 4.2: Classroom Participation and Distraction

sessions'. Behavior Data (43.1% are easily distracted in class)
Appendix B: Students' Demands for Technology-Interactive
\ ' 9 ' '
:- 7 e B o Teaching (67.3% support the introduction of VR/AR)
. - The Education University
- of Hong Kong o



Rote-Learning
Limitations

Critical Thinking Deficit

Traditional memorization
» fails to foster critical thinking, leaving students

ll-equipped for real-world challenges.
 emphasizes short-term memory over long-
term understanding.
Students don’t know what they don’t know.
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The limitations of traditional teaching: B _
New Opportunities: Special Allowance

* Fixed progress fails to meet . _ _
for Self-Directed/Autonomous Learning

personalized learning needs.

« Alack of opportunities for independent Yo .
Key Support Directions: Cultivating

Inquiry and practical exploration. o _
students’ self-monitoring strategies / Self-

directed learning

Core requirement: S o
Core Objectives: Building an ecosystem

« Students need to master the initiative |
for autonomous learning

In learning.
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Bruner’s Spiral Learning Theory

Traditional Learning vs Spiral Learning

* Linear/Rote Learning follows a one-time,
sequential memorization path.

« Spiral Learning encourages continuous
exploration and reinforcement.

THE SpiraL LEARNING PATH

Knowledge

- S PointB
Cyclic Revisiting = s :
- Knowledge Knowledge
« Concepts are revisited repeatedly, PointA PointC

each time at a more complex and
abstract level, building a deeper

underSt_andmg- _ TuEe TraprTioNaL LEARNING PaTH
* promoting long-term retention.
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An Al-Enabled Adaptive Learning System
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SMOKING AWARENESS WORKSHEET
(- eSS P Date:

Article 1:

On May 31, we celebrate World No Tobacco Day. The Hong Kong Council on
Smoking and Health (COSH) wants to use this day to support plain packaging for
tobacco products in Hong Kong. This means making cigarette packs look the same
to help people understand the dangers of tobacco and to make them less appealing
to young people and smokers.

Since 2007, Hong Kong has required health warning pictures on tobacco packages,
covering 50% of the front and back of the cigarette pack. However, tobacco
companies still create different designs to attract buyers. Ms. Lisa Lau, the
Chairman of COSH, says that COSH will push the government to make plain
packaging for tobacco products in Hong Kong. This will stop tobacco companies
from using attractive designs to sell their cigarettes.

Gist:
World No Tobacco Day is on 31 May. Hong Kong's anti-smoking group (COSH)
wants:

e All cigarette packs to look the same

e Remove colorful designs that attract young people

e Show clear health warnings

Short Answer Questions:

. Why do people start smoking?

. Do you know any smokers?

Should cigarette ads be banned?

Is public smoking right or wrong?

. Does the public smoking ban work?

. What if Hong Kong stopped selling cigarettes?

oOm s WN =

General wellness (e.g., fit SR
Health fitix
“health risks") .
Ecological impact (e.g., cigarette
Environment | IRif
waste) .
1. Smoking causes ________ (serious, funny)sickness and can lead to early (death,
sleep)
2. Cigarettes have a drug called (nicotine/cola) which makes it hard to
(jump/quit)_______.
3. Second-hand smoke can hurt (crocodiles/babies) ______ and children.

BB S2 B E

4. The WHO made (No Shave November/World No Tobacco)

Day on May 31st each year.
5. Plain cigarette packs have (adorable/graphic) warnings and no
(cookie/colourful) designs.
6. Many countries ban smoking in (mountain/public) places to protect F ’
people. -

|
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7. E-cigarettes, or (vapes/vegetables) ______ are not safe and have

(health/sleep) risks.
8. Quitting smoking can make you healthier and less likely to get
(diabetes/cancer)
Presentation:

Please use the following template for your presentation:

Student A: Good morning everyone. Today we need to discuss planning a

smoking awareness campaign for our school. Perhaps it's best for us to start

brainstorming ideas. We need to choose between a poster competition and an .

assembly presentation. In my opinion, a poster competition sounds like a better p ﬁ E{]ﬁ ﬁ
idea as it allows more students to participate creatively. / -

Student B: You have suggested a good idea, but we need to consider some major
issues such as the impact on students. | think it's more effective for us to
organize an assembly presentation because it reaches all students at once.




Measurable Results

Autonomy Support
60-70% of parents agreed the app

"basically” or "fully" supports self-

directed learning.

Key strengths cited:
« Structured resources (e.g., clear learning
paths, step-by-step guidance).
* Interactive tools (e.g., in-app explanations,
practice with instant feedback).
 Exploration-friendly design (e.g., searchable

libraries, optional challenges).

.~ RCEAEN

The Education University
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HUMIX

How the App Facilitates
Self-Directed Learning

Feature

How It Helps
Students

Parent
feedback

Guided Learning
Paths

Breaks lessons into
manageable steps

My child can follow
the app’s plan without
constant reminders.

Instant Feedback
& Al explanation

Allows students to
independently
correct mistakes.

The auto-graded
exercises help her
learn on her own.

Adaptive Difficulty

Adjusts challenges to skill
level, fostering confidence
and persistence.

Problems get harder
only after she
masters basics.

(



Resource Equity

Our app offers low-cost access to high-
guality educational resources, making it
accessible to underprivileged students. This
helps bridge the digital divide.

.’. AW HERE
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HUMIX

Partnerships with local NGOs and schools to
distribute the app in disadvantaged areas,
ensuring equitable access to education.
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sanniis: o our Vision

Expand the app to cover more subjects and
regions, reaching a wider student population.
- to maximize the impact of the Al solution

’
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