
Features of the platform and assessment 
tasks of English Language 
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Assessment tasks on 
the STAR platform –

Rationale

Assessing students’ 
performance  /  

progression along 
the development 

continuum of 
learning English 

from Primary 1 to 
Secondary 3 (KS1 –

KS3)

Making reference 
to the learning 

objectives in the 
curriculum guide 
and the learning 

outcomes and 
pointers (i.e. 
Attainment 

Milestones (ATMs)) 
in the LPF

Decoding and 
explaining 
students’ 

performance 
(target language 
skills) with the 

help of 
annotations 

(diagnostic and 
qualitative 

descriptions) 

Helping English 
Language teachers 
better understand 

and articulate 
students’ 

performance and 
facilitate the 

teachers’ strategical 
planning of 

remediation and 
progression (L&T 
and curriculum 

planning)

English Language
2



3

Aligning with the 

suggested 

modules/units in the 

curriculum guide

Covering the 

learning objectives 

of English Language 

curriculum

Annotations for 

teachers’ reference 

(decoding and 

explaining students’ 

performance) 

Levelling of 

assessment tasks 

(level of difficulty)

Diversified question types / task design 

and a wider coverage of assessment 

tasks

Quality of items / tasks ensured by Task Quality Assurance Committee 

(TQAC) comprising academics from local tertiary institutions, frontline 

teachers and EDB officers 

(Both quantitative data 

of students’ responses and qualitative comments from TQAC members)

Assessment 
tasks on the 

STAR platform –
Features of the 

tasks / items



Covering the learning objectives of English Language curriculum 

Language skills 
and language 
development 

strategies 

Attitudes specific 
to English 
language 
learning

Language forms and 
communicative 

functions

Learning Progression Framework 

(LPF) for English Language

(Learning Outcomes)

English Language Education Key 

Learning Area Curriculum Guide (2017)

(Learning Objectives)
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Annotations available for teachers’ reference

 Decoding and explaining students’ performance (what students can do when answering the item correctly)

 Providing diagnostic and qualitative descriptions about students’ performance with reference to the target language 
skills in the curriculum guide and the related learning outcomes / pointers of the Learning Progression Framework 
(LPF)
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Close alignment with suggested modules / units in the curriculum guide to gauge 
students’ knowledge of the themes/topics
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KS1 

KS2 

 Changes

 Food and Drink

 Happy Days

 Relationships

 The Magic of Nature

 We love Hong Kong

 My Neighbourhood

 Beauty

 Caring and Sharing

 Fun and Games

 Me, My Family and Friends

 Places and Activities

 The World Around Us

 Using My Five Senses

KS3 
 Cultures of the World

 Wonderful Things

 Nature and Environment

 Teenage Life

 Rights and Responsibilities

 Getting Along with Others

 Study, School Life and Work



KS1
 Advertisements 
 Cards 
 Conversations 
 Coupons
 Fables and fairy tales 
 Menus 
 Personal descriptions 
 Posters 
 Book covers 
 Stories 
 Timetables 

KS2
 Brochures 
 Children’s encyclopaedias
 Emails 
 Letters 
 News / Weather reports 
 Pamphlets 
 Plays 
 Recipes 
 Conversations 
 Web pages 
 Stories KS3

 Book / Film reviews 
 Reports
 Interviews 
 Letters to the Editor 
 Newspaper / Magazine articles 
 Presentations 
 Short novels 
 Social media texts 
 Talks 
 Formal letters / emails 
 Notices 

Covering a range of text types
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Integrated Tasks

A listening and reading 

task

Diversified question types / 

task design 



Graded texts and tasks

Low Level

Medium Level

High Level

Same texts with questions of 

different levels of difficulty 

Texts of same topics but in 

different text types

Low Level

Leaflet

Medium Level

Web pages

High Level

Article
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Latest Enhancement 
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Teacher 
Assigned 

Assessments

Student Self-
selected 

Assessments
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Theme

Topic
Range of difficulty

Subject

Skill Paper name

Key Stage

Level of difficulty

Teacher’s/ Student’s interface
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Student’s interface

Status

No. of 
attempts

Available 
actions
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Teacher’s interface 

Marking mode

No. of Ss who have 
attempted the paper

Review Ss’ 
performance
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Student’s interface (Listening)

Pull-
down 
menu

Fill-in-
the-

blanks

MC
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Student’s interface (Listening)
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Student’s interface (Listening)

Automated marking 
provided with correct 

answers
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Student’s interface (Listening)
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Student’s interface (Listening)
Score

Language 
Skills
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Student’s interface (Listening)

Total no. of correct/ 
incorrect responses in 

each language skill
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Teacher’s interface (Listening)

Students’ 
answers
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Teacher’s interface (Listening)

Teacher can view 
student’s 

performance in detail
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Teacher’s interface (Listening)

Total no. of correct/ 
incorrect responses in 

each language skill
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Student’s interface (Writing)

Guided writing 
part –

automated 
marking

Writing part –
manual 
marking24



Student’s interface (Writing)

Students can either 
upload a word file or 
enter the text in the 

box provided.
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Teacher’s interface (Writing)

Status

Marking
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Teacher’s interface (Writing)
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Teacher’s interface (Writing)
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Teacher’s interface (Writing)

Teachers can use own words

or the canned messages to 
give feedback 

What Ss receive 29



Student’s interface (Speaking)

Students can either upload 
or record their performance

Audio clips are available for 
students’ reference
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Teacher’s interface (Speaking)

Teacher can listen to 
student’s performance

Teacher can use canned 
messages or own words 

to give feedback
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