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Language Learning Beyond the Classroom
Exploring out-of-class English language learning methods



What do we mean by language learning beyond the classroom?

• Outside of mainstream schools
• Outside of school hours
• Other terms e.g., after-school, autonomous, extracurricular, 

independent, informal, naturalistic, non-formal, out-of-class, 
out-of-school, self-directed, self-instructed, and 
unintentional language learning (Reinders et al., 2022)



Why focus on language learning beyond the classroom 

• Limitations of traditional classroom
• Fixed schedules
• Limited personalisation
• Restricted pace of learning 
• Challenges of catering for learner diversity



Why focus on language learning beyond the classroom 

• Much language learning takes place outside of formal 
education.

• It is a common phenomenon among language learners, 
and is part and parcel in language development (Cole & 
Vanderplank, 2016; Dressman & Sadler, 2020).

• Promote learner autonomy & self-regulated learning



How to motivate learners to learn beyond the classroom 

• Raise awareness: teachers, students, parents
• Making the activities fun and engaging
• Promote the use of English for authentic 

communication 
• Making learning relevant to their wants and 

needs (intrinsic vs extrinsic)



Any examples of language learning beyond the classroom?

• E-books
• AI-powered tools or digital/online games 
• YouTube/Podcast 
• Supplementary tutoring
• Social media, study tours, mobile apps, and many more… 



https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


https://www.spellingcity.com/


Learning English through AI-powered tools
• e.g., Chat-GPT











Learning English through AI-powered tools
How to effective use AI-powered tools to learn English?
• Talk to Chat-GPT (or Siri?) 
• Check grammar of essays (Grammarly vs Microsoft 

Word vs ChatGPT)
• Important to ask for explanation and feedback









Learning English through Podcast

• BBC 6 Minute English 
• Radio programmes e.g., 

RTHK’s English in News

https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/english/features/6-minute-english
https://app7.rthk.hk/elearning/englishinnews/index.htm


https://app7.rthk.hk/elearning/englishinnews/index.htm


Learning English through YouTube
• Short videos
• English teaching videos
• Videos from English-speaking YouTubers
• Authentic examples for pronunciation: 

https://youglish.com/

https://youglish.com/


The more academic/exam-oriented side of 

English learning outside of school



https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/references-resources/Academic-Eng/home.html


Learning English in Supplementary Tutoring
• Classroom-based (cram schools, small groups) 
• home-based (private, online)
• Fee-free tutoring e.g., Principal Chan Free Tutorial 

World 







Learning English in Supplementary Tutoring
• Tutor-dependent vs learner-centred?
• How to promote self-regulated learning in a tutor-

centered tutorial setting and an exam-oriented
education system?
• Learner agency: make informed decision of 

participating in tutoring or not; select suitable 
materials for their own needs



Many other means…
Reinders et al. (2022) The 
Routledge handbook of language 
learning and teaching beyond the 
classroom.



Conclusion and takeaways
• The crucial role of out-of-class language learning in 

enhancing proficiency
• Empowering learners: Student-centred learning, 

learner agency, fostering a love for English



Conclusion and takeaways
• Call to action: Embrace technology and support 

diverse learning methods
• Educators to explore and incorporate various out-

of-class learning tools in their curriculum
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