The Case Notes
Read the case notes for the mock trial. 

Chris Young is accused of possessing illegal drugs to sell. Thirty ketamine pills were found in his schoolbag at Kowloon School at 8.00a.m on 28 September.

Here is a statement from the accused.
	Chris Young 

‘I have never taken or owned drugs. I don’t know how the pills got there. I have never been in trouble with the police. I left my schoolbag in my classroom at around 7.30 am on 28 September. I often come to school early to practice debating. I love speaking, not drugs. I was in the school hall waiting for the assembly to start. I wanted to show my friends my new mobile phone at lunchtime.

My class teacher, Ms Shaw, asked me to leave the hall. She gave me a bag and asked me what was in it. I said, ‘My books and a mobile phone.’ She told me there were drugs in there. I was shocked and shouted, ‘Rubbish!’ I was sorry to shout at my teacher but I was angry. I have never taken drugs. 

Dan Snipe was beside her. He said he found the drugs in my schoolbag. Why was he looking in my bag? I think he set me up. He hated me after I was chosen to be the school debating team captain.’



Here are statements from three witnesses. 
	Dan Snipe (School Prefect)

‘I went into my classroom just before 8.00 am on 28 September. I saw that Chris Young’s schoolbag was open on his desk. There was a bag inside. I saw white pills in the bag. I took it to my class teacher, Ms Shaw.
Chris said I put the drugs in his bag. I would never do that. I have been a prefect for four years. My mother is a police inspector. I don’t know where to buy drugs. I have never been in trouble before. As debating captain, he is good at making up stories!’



	Mary Yu (Classmate)

‘I have known Chris Young and Dan Snipe for five years, since I started school. Chris is popular and loves debating. I know that Dan was jealous that Chris was chosen as captain of the school debating team. 

At assembly on 28 September, Chris said, ‘I have something exciting to show you at lunchtime!’ Then Ms Shaw came and took him away.
Chris’s elder brother is not a good guy though. He was in trouble with the police. I know he was caught with drugs in Mong Kok last year. Chris doesn’t like to talk about him.’



	Ms Shaw (Class teacher)

‘At about 8.00 am on 28 September, Dan Snipe took Chris Young’s schoolbag to show me. I could see the bag of drugs inside it. I showed it to Chris and he got angry and shouted at me. He sometimes gets angry in class when he loses a competition. That was the first time that he shouted though. 

The police came and spoke to both boys. They later confirmed that the pills were ketamine. I was shocked. Chris was expelled from school that day. 

Both these students are clever and hard working. I know they do not like each other but I never saw them fight or argue.’



Writing an email
Write an email to your friend about the case. Imagine that you were a spectator at the trial. Write about what you saw. Do you think Chris Young was guilty or innocent? What did you think of the verdict (result)?

These phrases can help you describe your opinions of the trial. 

· I couldn’t believe that… 
(e.g. I couldn’t believe that the monitor would buy drugs just to frame Chris.)
· If I was the judge… 
(e.g. If I was the judge, I would find Chris not guilty because there was only one witness.) 

· I agreed with…
(e.g. I agree with Chris’s lawyer. She argued that sporty students do not take drugs.
