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Increasing social skills and pro-social behavior for three

children diagnosed with autism through the use of a
teaching package

Justin B. Leaf**, Mitchell Taubman®, Stephanie Bloomfield °,
Letty Palos-Rafuse®, Ron Leaf®, John McEachin®, Misty L. Oppenheim ®

A Autizm Partnership, LSA
® University of Kmsas, Department of Applied Behavioral Science, 1000 Synnyside Ave Room 4001, Lawrence, KS 66045, USA

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Artxle hisory: This study assessad the eftectiveness of a Teaching Interaction
Received 22 May 2003 procedure for four sodal skil's across three participants diagnosed

Received in revised form G July 2008

with autism. All social skills tell into tour broad domains (i.e., social-
Accoptad & Julke m i i ur (Le,

cmmunication, play, emotioa skills, and choice/selection skills). In
acdition, a teaching package was used b incease communiction
Keywords: between the three participants and three selected target peers. The
Autism teaching pac<age consisted ot the Teaching Interaction procedure,

Socalskils reinforcement, and priming of participants to demonstrate social
Teaching interaction . . . . . )

Behavior theragy skills and to engage with their target peers. Frior to imervention,
Behavioral skills training partidpants displayed near zzro levels cf the four social skills that
Early intervention were ta‘geted; after intervention, all three participants were able

demonstrate these skills. Prior to intervention, participants did not
cammunicate or play with their selacted target peer; after interven-
tion, participants were able to increase the amount o play and
awmmunication. A multiole baseline design showed that the weaching
package was effectiveinzeachng boththe targeted social skills and in
inoreasing the development of inidal associations that could lead
friendships for three chidrendiagnosed with autism.

Publshed by Elsevier B.V.
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