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Thematic Network on Support for Diverse Learning Needs A S S .
(Reading and Writing) in Junior Secondary Schools

 Funded by Quality Education Fund from 2013

— Use the mode of Network to develop instructional
materials and enhance professional skills of teachers
in the education of students with reading and
writing problems.

— Foster mutual cooperation, emotional support,
personal growth, and a synergy of efforts



Students with special educational needs
(SEN) in ordinary school of Hong Kong

Primary School

Secondary school

Total

Primary School

Secondary school

Total

Specific
Learning
Difficulties

38861

11259

20120

Physical
Disability

114
190
304

Source:

Intellectual Autism ADHD
Disability e
Disorder
671 5019 4349
907 2802 5093
1578 7821 9442
Visual Hearing S G
. . Language
Impairment Impairment .
Impairment
29 296 2517
78 351 354
107 647 2871

HKSAR Census and Statistics Department & HKSAR Education Bureau, 2017



Writing difficulties of students with SpLD

* Do not have the writing skills to meet classroom
demands.

* Contain more sentence formation errors (Deatline-
Buchman & Jitendra, 2006; Troia & Graham, 2002).

* Lack the knowledge base of the various components of
a story (Swanson, Harris, & Graham, 2003).

* A less sophisticated understanding of the requirements
of good writing and less knowledge about genre and
text structure organization (Englert et al., 2007).



Computer interactive materials

e Research has shown that students with special needs
often respond well to teaching techniques that are
presented visually (Bondy & Frost, 1994; Whalen et al.,
2010)

* Lessons in the computer program can be repeated; thus,
creating consistency in structure and the development of
a training routine (Golan & Baron-Cohen, 2006).



Narrative writing

* One of the common types of writing genres that
students are required to produce in schools, and it is
one of the most difficult to master (Wong, 2000).

* |nvolvement of the production of stories or personal
compositions.

 The use of creativity and powers of observation are
essential for developing stories.



Website

* Objective:
For junior secondary students with special learning
difficulties (SpLD) to self-learn writing skills of narrative
text

* Reason:
Limited interactive materials that were designed for
students to work on their own



Website

* The Website consists of 3 parts

» Chinese Language

» English Language
k of existing developed teaching materials
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Website Demonstration
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http://qtnreadwrite.at-creative.com/index.php
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http://qtnreadwrite.at-creative.com/game/



http://qtnreadwrite.bds.hk/chi/login.php
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“Producing an English
Writing Platform for local
Junior Students Using the

Game-Based Approach

“Lam Tai Fai College
Head of Administration

Former English Panel Chairperson
Celest Chan



Rationale behind the design
of the online writing platform:

« Adopt multi-sensory instruction & students more than

one way to make connections and learn concepts and
skills

« Create a fun and educational self-learning platform

« Provide graded, step-by-step practices for students to
apply different targeted language focuses and writing skills
« Impressed by EduHK & Dr.Ho’s insight in creating an online

platform about writing skills in Chinese Language



Features

i) Alignh the website content to curriculum objectives
in Writing in CDC English Language Education
Curriculum Guide (P 1- S3)

ii) Complement textbooks and writing support
produced by different local textbook publishers

ii1) A quick revision guide on commonly tested text
types in writing for 54-6 students when preparing for
DSE and TSA

iv) Promote self-learning through adotping the game-
based approach
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Target users in Phrase |

Targets:

i) Teach local S2 - S3 students the layout, content, style,
sentence patterns and related grammar items commonly
used in a specific text type

i) Teachers teaching junior and senior forms in local
secondary schools

iii) Two selected text types
* Feature Article
* Letters / Email (of Advice)



“Structure of the online
writing platform:

3 zones:
%
leaching rame Application
Lone Lone Zone [rs
B3

Teaching Zone: Game Zone: Application Zone:
4 parts 4 games Graded exercises
e Feature article eSimple Tenses ® .A.P. Analysis
e etter or Email of eModal Verbs e Content break down
advice eAdjective Patterns ®logic & register
eGrammar e/f-conditionals

e What is TA.P?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qd3TihyPCeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GuxkEBJ_YSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WMH3JlxuiKQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HORfJQrSNEw
http://qtnreadwrite.bds.hk/eng/index.php

Application Zone "

Task 1: T.A.P Application

At the end of each article:

Text type

Audience

Purpose
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Application Zone

é

Task 2: Break down the content

Highlight all the special writing features that you can find in the following letter

of advice. Look at the hint box for clues:

Suggestion x 5

Understanding and
empathy x2

Encouragement and
support x3

Identify the reader’s problems 12




Dear Mandy,
I know that you must be feeling very lonely at the moment.

Perhaps I can give you some advice.

From your lotrcr. [ SCOMRGAYOUNBARCRIMANIE 10 proVde the BEstroR
PEETERRERENENENREEREREERE] o . <o they know how you're

feeling? You should sit down and tell them your problems. You should
explain to them that you feel tired because of school and tutorial classes,
and you fall asleep in lessons. Tell your parents that you also think school
work is very important but you need some time to rest and relax. If you

explain to your parents calmly, I am sure they will understand.

play basketball with your friends too. Then, your parents will not think

you are wasting time. At the same time, you are not lonely anymore.

Best wishes,

Eﬁr’x’d‘
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Task 3: Logic and register

Dear Mandy,
I know that you must be feeling very lonely at the moment.

Perhaps I give you some advice.

[ T—

Example:

[0 ought (Try again! There is no ‘ought’; but’ ought to’.)

| can

0 must (Try again! Wrong tone!)

have to (Try again! Wrong tone!)




Sample Question: Grammar/tone

Dear Mandy,

I know that you must be feeling very lonely at the moment.

Perhaps 1 give you some advice.

[ T—

Example:

[0 ought (Try again! There is no ‘ought’; but’ ought to’.)

) | can
O  must (Try again! Wrong tone!)

have to (Try again! Wrong tonel!)




Sample Question: Logic

From your letter, I see that your parents wanted to provide the best for
you by enrolling you to those classes. But do they know how you're

feeling? You . Youshould

_—/

must not follow what they say.

01

O

0 can tell the police about the situation.

0 should just let it go and go with the flow.
|

should sit down with them and tell them your problems.




Sample Question: Layout/Format of a
particular text type

Don't be miserable. There's a solution to every problem. I am always there

to support you.

N T

Qs

[0  With appreciation,
[0 Thank you,

[0 Yours faithfully,.

B Best wishes,




e Launch:

O

o Englis

O]

3 4

Launch of Website

JUE: July 2018 (Trial Jan 2018)

N: August 2018

* Target Group:

o Junior secondary students in HK

(12-15 years old)
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Website: http://gtnreadwrite.eduhk.hk
Email: gtnreadwrite@eduhk.hk



http://qtnreadwrite.eduhk.hk/
mailto:qtnreadwrite@eduhk.hk

