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Library Services to People with 
Special Needs Section (LSN)
http://www.ifla.org/lsn
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• An international forum to promote library 

and information services to people with 

special needs

• Promote national and international 

cooperation

Focus on:

• discussion of 
ideas

• sharing of 
experiences 

• development 
of tools

http://www.ifla.org/lsn


Marrakesh Treaty

“Millions of people in the world

who are blind or visually 

impaired will be able  to read 

books in accessible formats”

Stevie Wonder



5

The guiding principles of the UN Committee on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD):

Access to Library Services is a Human Right

non-discrimination

respect

Equality

social inclusion

Accessibility
. Article 9 
(Accessibility) 

Article 21 
(Freedom of 
expression and 
access to 
information)

Article 30 
(Participation 
in cultural life) 

Article 24
(Inclusive 
education at 
all level)



Common Beliefs Among Librarians
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Lifelong 

learning Making 

Change 

Equity



IFLA-LSN Guidelines

Gudelines for Library Services to Persons with Dyslexia – Revised and extended

Guidelines for Library Services to Persons with Dyslexia

Guidelines for Library Services to Deaf People 2nd Edition

Guidelines for Easy-to-Read Materials

Guidelines for Library Services to Persons with Dementia

Guidelines for Libraries Serving Hospital Patients and the Elderly and Disabled in Long-Term Care 
Facilities

IFLA Guidelines for Library Services to People Experiencing Homelessness

Guidelines for Library Services to Prisoners

https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/9457?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-professional-reports-70?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-professional-reports-62?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/guidelines-for-easy-to-read-materials?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-professional-reports-104?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-professional-reports-61?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/12642?og=50
https://www.ifla.org/publications/ifla-professional-reports-92?og=50
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Dyslexia = “Hidden Disability” 

Guidelines for 

Library Services to 

Persons with Dyslexia

- Revised and Extended

Source: https://www.barringtonstoke.co.uk/product-category/gift-ideas/



Source: https://www.ifla.org/publications/node/9457



How to integrate DAISY talking books?
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Daisy Talking books 
http://www.daisy.org/

Digital Accessible Information System (DAISY)

https://www.youtube.com/redirect?event=video_description&v=v9-HvSpzPvI&q=http://www.daisy.org/&redir_token=894GzPmaVDEqOl-GvO8rHMaOnv98MTUxMTk2MDQ1NkAxNTExODc0MDU2


Useful Resources
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1. beatingdyslexia.com http://www.beatingdyslexia.com i

2. The International Dyslexia Association: http://www.interdys.org/

3. The Australian Dyslexia Association: http://dyslexiaassociation.org.au/

4. The European Dyslexia Association: http://www.eda-info.eu/

5. The British Dyslexia Association: http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/

6. Dyslexia International http://www.dyslexia-international.org

7. The Matthew Effects in relation to reading http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lF6VKmMVWEc

8. The Yale Center for Dyslexia and Creativity: http://dyslexia.yale.edu/index.html

http://www.beatingdyslexia.com/
http://www.interdys.org/
http://dyslexiaassociation.org.au/
http://www.eda-info.eu/
http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/
http://www.dyslexia-international.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lF6VKmMVWEc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lF6VKmMVWEc
http://dyslexia.yale.edu/index.html


Easy-to-read materials
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Bespoke typefaces

Source: http://www.creativebloq.com/netmag/how-design-dyslexia-41411383
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Guidelines for 

Easy-To-Read Materials

The Role of Libraries  



Editorial Work
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Language

Content

IllustrationsDesign

Layout

Genre and Media

Media formats

Books and 
newspapers 

audio



Easy-To-Read
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Accessibility

Source: http://wikiclipart.com/tug-of-war-clipart_30963/

With a disability
With limited 
language or 
reading proficiency 

Persons with dyslexia, intellectual disabilities, 
neuropsychiatric disabilities, Pre-lingually deaf persons, 
aphasia and deafblind persons 

Democracy
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Deafness = “Invisible Handicap”

Guidelines for 
Library Services to Deaf People



Guidelines
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Collections



Access to libraries for persons with disabilities –CHECKLIST
https://archive.ifla.org/VII/s9/nd1/iflapr-89e.pdf

https://archive.ifla.org/VII/s9/nd1/iflapr-89e.pdf


Libraries Serving Persons with 
Print Disabilities Section (LPN)
https://www.ifla.org/lpd
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“The mission of the IFLA LPD is to advocate 
for library services that are equitable and 
accessible for persons with a print disability.”

(IFLA, 2015)

Focus on:

• accessibility

• international 
policy

• guidelines

https://www.ifla.org/lpd
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Libraries for the Blind in the Information Age 

- Guidelines for development

IFLA Manifesto for libraries serving persons with 
a print disability

Library For All
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Thank you

Dziękuję Ci


