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- Definition of ToM, and relationship to SEN 
students 

- Relationship of ToM to languge development, 
tracking of conversation, and intesity of social / 
language exposure

- Relationship of ToM incidental learning
- Tips for developing ToM skills



Definition



“The capacity to infer other people’s 
mental states, and to use this information 
to predict behavior, is a central cognitive 
ability that emerges early in human 
development.”
(Pyers and Senghas, 2009)

Theory of mind



Because the literature in developmental 
psychology tells us that about 90% of what 
very young children know about the world, they 
learn incidentally.

And, it’s not just about knowledge --
overhearing facilitates social/cognitive 
development.

overhearing



Parent Involvement

Impact Belief

Maternal Linguistic Input (Quality & Quantity)

Influence Language and ToM 
Out co mes





心理狀態動詞







http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ND_DOI6YNro


Thoery of Mind - 3 Level s

Pr ecur so r s
Typically Age: 5-6 years old
Get a gift, feel happy 

First Manifestations
Typically Age: 7-8 years old
A hurt person is laughing

More Advanced
Typically Age: 11-12 years 

old
Understanding humor



Hierarchy of tasks (Wel l ma n a nd l iu 2 0 0 4)

Diverse Desires (DD)
Diverse Beliefs (DB)
Knowledge Access (KA)
Contents False Belief (FB)
Hidden Emotion (HE)
Sarcasm and Irony (SARC)
(Wellman et al, 2011; Wellman 2012)



Diverse DesireS (DD)
Different people can want different things



Diverse Beliefs (DB)
Different people can have contrasting beliefs 
about the same thing



Knowledge access (ka)
Not seeing leads to not knowing



Contents false belief

Video
“The giraffes have 
short necks, right?”

Sabotage



Hidden emotion





Skills via 
Audit o r y- Ver ba l  

Ther a py?



Intervention models

Ecological model
Typical social-linguistic models with high expectations.

Instructional intensity
Practice, practice, practice.

Families must be involved if sufficient instructional intensity is to be 
obtained.



Enhancing ToM
Exper ience bo o k



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1I_0fR1i_U3mmZdo4ZNnPoLPle_wrmedG/view


https://www.ikea.com/au/en/p/vandring-uggla-glove-puppet-30216094/


Goal 1: 
Discuss other’s 
feelings
The gorilla is swinging by himself, maybe he feels 
Lonely.

Goal 2:
Role play
I’m the zoo keeper。 Feed Lion vs Bear

Goal 3:
Vo ca bul a r y expo sur e 
t hink , f eel , r emember





https://www.ywcaysense.com/products/calmdowntrain


comment???

Feedba ck ???
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