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Introduction
Do the dilapidated houses and the beggars in the street in Hong Kong nowadays ring a bell on Hong Kong’s poverty problems? Poverty problems may not take up any awareness among the teenagers in today’s society, as we do not need to worry about earning money and the source of daily use etc. Therefore, we cannot get a personal concern on the poor. 

We cannot experience how a poor live in our daily life but actually they live in hard situation: dress in rags, live in dilapidated houses and even torment for their next meal. 

We have overlooked the poverty problems in Hong Kong and it is not enough attention with the only aid of a few organizations. So we decide to look into the past and present causes, impacts and solution of poverty in particular region in Sham Shui Po & Tin Shui Wai, where are the most serious poverty area, in an attempt to realize the recent problems and let the Hong Kong citizens to be vigilant on this.
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· Gini coefficient 
The following statistics graft has shown the Gini coefficient in Hong Kong:
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Diagram (2)

Gini coefficient is an index that shows the rate of extreme disparity between the rich, and the poor. The greater number of Gini coefficient, the serious gap between rich and poverty it is. The reality world will not have absolute equal or absolute extreme disparity between the rich and the poor so Gini coefficient is always between 0 and 1.

In the diagram (1), we can see the Gini coefficient keeps increasing year by year. The greater number of Gini coefficient means the greatest gap between the rich and the poor and diagram (2) shows that Hong Kong has serious rich-poverty gap problem among the world. Do you know what causes led the poverty problem become critical?

· Definition of poverty

Poverty has a large range of definition among different countries, we cannot only classify it by the amount of income each person or family get. For instant, the property of a Hong Kong person is one billion dollars and that of a person in Zimbabwe is also one billion dollars. Seem we are billionaires but do you know nine billion dollars are needed for a meal in Zimbabwe! From this case, we notice that the price in that country is also an essential element for classifying poverty.

We can classify poverty into two categories:

Absolute poverty ​​​----
People live under absolute poverty are seriously lack of indispensable use. They have immediately life-threaten. People who get US $1 each day are classified as absolute poverty.

Relative poverty ----
Relative poverty means the resources are not equally distributed among a country. The greater rate of Gini coefficient, the serious of relative poverty there is. People who live under relative poverty have no immediately life-threaten.

· The major causes of poverty in the past

1. In 80th century, Hong Kong economy was changing from the manufacturing industry to the financial industry. As workers with more techniques and knowledge were demanded for the financial industry. Many manufacturing workers were knocked out at that time. They became unemployed.
2. In 70th century, Hong Kong manufacturing economies have moved to Zhu Jiang Delta. This further decreased the job opportunities for the manufacturing workers.
3. Incomes for the workers of financial industries, who worked for manufacturing industry before decreasing since they had no working experiences and knowledge on this particular area.
4. The government had not implemented any saving plans such as Special Voluntary Contributions in the past. So the elderly could not maintain their lives by themselves.
5. During the financial crisis in 1997, the rent decreased as well as the wages. This lowered the living standard hugely and the income of the investors decreased since 1997.

The above factors both led poverty problem to build a foundation in Hong Kong in the past and have not been solved by the government yet. We are looking forward to hearing the solutions of the government, but will the economy changing from financial center to knowledge-based economy that may destroy the government’s plan again?
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As the Gini coefficient is continuing increasing nowadays, the poverty problems in Hong Kong become serious and serious. Our aim is going to find the present causes of leading Hong Kong’s poverty problems and the solutions that are being executed by the government. We concentrate on Sham Shui Po & Tin Shui Wai, which are the most serious region in Hong Kong.
· Present
· Shan Shui Po

Sham Shui Po is one of the poorest areas in Hong Kong. There are mainly elderly live in the area. Poverty leads to various problems in different age groups.

1. Children/teenagers:

	Country/Area
	The percentage of poor children
	Country/Area
	The percentage of poor children

	Hong Kong
	28.6%
	Australia
	10.2%

	Mexico
	27.0%
	Luxembourg
	9.1%

	America
	21.9%
	Germany
	9.0%

	Italy
	16.6%
	Belgium
	7.7%

	England
	15.4%
	Norway
	3.4%

	Canada
	14.9%
	Finland
	2.8%

	Poland
	12.7%
	------
	------


(Source：Poverty rate from Luxemburg Income Study, 2000 and OECD social expenditure information 2004)

Hong Kong is a well developed city and the economic is good also, but according to the source, the percentage of poor children in Hong Kong is high. This shows that the HK government has done little to the children. Poverty leads to different problem to children.

· Living environment

Poor living environment is the major problem face by the children, especially those lived in private flats.

Man, male, aged 8

“My flat is very small.  I and my mother are just like being put in a cage.”-(
)

· Education resources 

The children worried about their education resources, and therefore their attitude towards learning may be affected.

Wah, female, aged 12
“My pair of glasses were bought in Mainland China.  We don’t have money to buy one in Hong Kong because glasses in here are expensive.  My myopia has become more serious now.  (Have you thought of buying a new one?) No, it’s expensive.  …and just like my pair of white shoes ( the pair of white shoes I have), they have already broken, but I haven’t told anyone.” -(
)
· Ignorance on Societal Trends 

Owing to educational level, their parents are still communicating the outdated concept about “good careers”, which may have already been unskilled in the society.

Bun, male, aged 12

“My parents told me to have a job of ‘wearing suit and tie, carrying suitcase’” -(
)

· Social/ Recreational activities

Many children just lacked of social and recreational activities, and felt that their living style was boring. However this may narrows down their social circle and affects their mental development.

Hing, male, aged 10

“It is boring.  No one plays with me….My parents do not bring me out to play…I just go to sleep when I am bored.” -(
)

· Expression of needs

As the financial pressure was very great, the children would suppress their needs even those the basic things they need to have.

Man, male, aged 8

“(Has you mother ever bought you toys?) No.  (Have you asked her to do sot?) No.  I just couldn’t be so hard-hearted to request.  I just gave up while I thought of our poverty.” -(
)

Some of the teenagers would go out work to earn some money and helped to support their family. Some of them went the wrong track, for example they may helped to transport drugs. This leads to a social problem.
  As under the poor condition, most of their parents need to work for a long time, therefore they would find something to spend time. Some of them would be addicted to the internet. Some of them would go outside and make some bad friends. Therefore physical and mental health of them would be affected.

2. Woman:
The causes of the women who are migration, cannot find jobs. –(
)
	
	No.
	Percentage

	Education level is low
	19
	41.3

	Don’t know English, education degree cannot be recognized
	31
	67.4

	Working experience in mainland China cannot be recognized
	27
	58.7

	Do not have any special talent
	20
	43.5

	Don’t know how to use computer
	16
	34.8

	Cannot speak fluent Cantonese 
	6
	13.0

	Discrimination on migration
	14
	30.4

	Others
	5
	10.9


Many of the migration have difficulties in finding jobs in Hong Kong. Therefore they can’t support their own family which is called unemployment poverty. 
As Hong Kong was widely open to the Chinese citizens, therefore fluent in Putonghua became an important factor of being employed. However most of them were fluent in Putonghua, but this cannot be recognized by the employer as they don’t have the diplomas.
Moreover their past working experiences cannot be recognized. Most of the migration had worked in clothing industry for more than 10 years, as the production line of the manufacturing industries had moved to South China. They cannot find the work which they familiarize with. Therefore, it is impossible for them to support their family. They got jobs which have low salary, such as cleaner and security which have low wages.

The difficulties of the migration faced when employ a job–(
)
	
	No.
	percentage

	Age discrimination
	6
	16.7

	Sex discrimination
	2
	5.6

	Discrimination because of migration
	17
	47.2

	Need to take care of young children
	24
	66.7

	Need to work at night
	8
	22.2

	Others
	1
	2.8


Many of the migration faced discrimination when employ a job. According to the source, the number was high. Although the migration have suitable factor, but some of the employer would exploit their rights as they didn’t familiarize with the Labour Legislation.

As taking care of children is the job of the women traditionally, even they need to work outside, they also need to take care of their children. They want to teach their children by themselves. This produces a great pressure on them. Some of the women would choose taking care of their children rather than work. Even though they only had little to support the family.

In conclusion, poverty lead to the women went out to work and only had little time to accompany their family members. The relationship between them became worse. Also they could not satisfied with their children’s needs. They would have low self-conscious and produce negative emotion.

3. Men:

Leung’s family was migration and low-income family. They lived in Sham Shui Po. Mr. Leung came to Hong Kong to take care his old father. Mr. Leung was a teacher in mainland China, but his education degree was not recognized in HK. In an attempt to support the family, he became a worker. As he could not get his wages on time, his income became quite unstable. He can only tried his best to find jobs. He went everywhere to work.-

According to the source, Mr. Leung was working but was still under the poverty line which was called employment poverty. Most of the men under poverty in Sham Shui Po came to Hong Kong for many years already. They familiarize with the environment already. Due to the economic restructuring, the group of low-technique workers now only has low wages and caused employment poverty. Some of them even became unemployment.

Moreover, men thought they were the supporter of the families. If they didn’t have job, they would thought themselves had no use. Therefore poverty also leads to mental problems.

· Tin Shui Wai

· Present Situation     +   

· Impact

	· Not much people in Tin Shui Wai apply for and receive Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme (CSSA).


Evidence: 

According to the survey done by “Study On Family Needs” In Tin Shui Wai in 2004.

    Only 81.4% of the interviewees apply for CSSA.

    This result made us feel very surprised as it shows that the poverty problem in Tin Shui Wai is not serious.
However, 

· According to the survey (1) done by the government in 2004:

Yuen Long is the district which has the most families that their income per month is lower than the amount of money that they can receive under CSSA.

· According to the survey (2) done by the government in 2005:

    Yuen Long is the district which has the most unemployed families.
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A contradictory phenomenon is appeared in Tin Shui Wai.

· “Continuous Poverty Problem “ is serious in Tin Shui Wai.


                            Poverty

	Parents
	Son / Daughter

	· Low Education Level

Primary School

22.5%

Junior secondary school

44.8%

Senior secondary school

25.5%

University

3.1%

Most people in Tin Shui Wai are just graduated from Junior Secondary School.
	As their parents have

· low educational level

· low income

· little time for them to communicate with their children



	· They cannot find jobs with high salary

Overall Income Per Month In A Family

$6001-$14999

80.1%

$0-$6000

19.9%

All of the interviewee‘s salary is lower than the mean of overall income per mouth in whole HK’s family ($15400).
	· Their parents has low awareness on their children’s development and their study

· Also, less resources is provided for their children to study



	· Not enough time share with their family members (especially their son and daughter)

In their own district, it’s very difficult to find jobs. They need to go to other district to look for job.
· LONG WORKING HOUR
+

· LONG TIME FOR TRANSPORT

	· Obstruct the potential development of the youths


· Let this “bad cycle” repeats and repeats


Cause “Continuous Poverty Problem “ and make it nonstop
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· Major Problem  +

· Solution

First, let us see two surveys done by Study On Family Needs In Tin Shui Wai in 2004.

Have you find any social workers for help in the latest six mouths?  (Survey A)

	Haven’t
	24.9%

	Seldom
	3.9%

	Always
	0.7%

	Haven’t try to find them before
	66.5%


If you have any financial problems, who would you like to find for help? (Survey B)

	Wife/ Husband
	18.6%

	Children
	2.8%

	Friend
	30.1%

	Social workers
	9.3%

	By themselves
	38.1%


From the information found in the previous unit and the survey result above, we can find out 3 major problem is occurred.

	Problem 1
	Problem 2
	Problem 3

	Ineffective promotion of local social service
	Traditional Thinking

(They are not willing to share their household affairs or bad things with others)
	Low educational level


· Aim at Problem 1 & Problem 2 ,
The government should do more research and survey to find out what the poor people really needs. Psychological guidance? Economical aid? Or both?  

As a result, to know what they need and give them a belief guideline to work out for the next step.

Then the government should allocate more resources (money + social workers) to support the local social service there. The government shouldn’t use the population rate of a district to decide how many resources can it received. This method is rigid and without flexibility.

When the local community receives enough resources, more promotion should also started as early as possible. As Chinese people(especially the mainland new inhabitant) has a special traditional thinking, they are passive and not willing to share their household affairs with others. So we should use “ early-detection”

and “early-intervention” as our main aims.

We should change our format of supporting services(from passive to initiative) 

In the past, the one who needs help must find the social worker by themselves.

Nowadays, more home interviews are held and the social workers try to find the one who needs help.


· The service system should be converted.

Furthermore, the local service community center should try to develop and enhance “social capital” in their own district. As many residents in Tin Shui Wai are came from mainland and there is big different between mainland China and HK society, they find difficult to get into HK society and find difficult to get a job too.

However, if we try to gather the new inhabitant in Tin Shui Wai together, and show them that we are determinate to solve our problem together, would the situation become better? We can be just a friend of them but not a teacher of them. It can make it more comfortable when dealing with their problems.

When the poor ones make friends with others, a “Big Network” is formed. It can be easier for us to find out who needs our help too.

· Aim at Problem 3  ,
In the education aspect, the government should also allocate more resources (money + teachers) to support the education in that district.

As Tin Shui Wai is a new developed district, more capital should be put on the schools and also libraries.

The local service community center should also open more extracurricular activities for youths to develop their potential.

The government should also give aids to the poor youths in order to encourage them to learn more skills.

· Solution


· 2004
1. $1.2 billion has been set aside to implement three employment initiatives: 

· Extend 11 000 temporary position
· Extend by two years the Youth Work Experience and  Training Scheme for 10 000 young people aged 15-24 
· Introduce a one-year trial scheme to assist 1 000 young people to become self-employed
2. $29 billion annually has been averaged for capital works over five years has been sustained about 45 000 construction-related jobs annually 
3. New task force has been set up to oversee implementation of various youth training and employment programmes 
4. A Youth Sustainable Development and Employment Fund have been established to promote experimental schemes and exploit opportunities for training, placement and employment 
· 2005
1. A Head Start Programme on Child Development has been launched to reduce inter-generational poverty
2. Learning and advancement opportunities have been provided for children and youngsters in poor families
3. $180 million has been spent to increase long-term care places for the frail elderly
4. An option to retire in the Mainland has been provided for more elderly people
5. Support for people with severe disabilities has been enhanced
6. A commission to alleviate poverty has been established; studied how to help the poor’s financial, employment, educational and training needs
7. $200 million Partnership Fund for the Disadvantaged to promote a tripartite partnership between Government, business and the welfare sector
· 2007
1. A pilot Transport Support Scheme has been launched in June, 2007 and reviewed in mid-2008;
2. Current restrictions on disregarded earnings under the Comprehensive Social Security Allowance Scheme have been relaxed in December, 2007;
3. Proposals to establish a Child Development Fund has been submitted in 2007;
4. The Comprehensive Child Development Service have been gradually expanded to all districts from the 2008-09 financial year; and
5. More have been done to help the "hidden" and single elderly people integrate into the community. Additional residential care places will be provided, and community care services have been enhanced in the 2008-09 financial year. 

How to solve the problem of poverty? Base on the overall poverty in Hong Kong ,we suggest to unify the world’s criterion of poverty. Then institute the poverty line of employment and unemployment through establishing a policy standard of the society. Also, the government can make use of the poverty line to differentiate who need helps, next distinguish them by the reasons leading to poverty. After that, carry out the description of the condition of the poverty. According to different poverty class, we have suggested different solution. 

· Elderly
1. Give all the elderly retirement pay as they do not have any income
2. Give reserve fund to some of them who are specially poor 
3. Provide more flat of public rental housing
(There is not enough flat for all of them)
4. Widely advertise the Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme (CSSA)
(They don’t have enough money for normal life: 10.6% of elderly interviewed don’t have a telephone at home, so they can’t communicate with outside.)
5. Strengthen the basic medical help 
6. Increase the taxes to support the expenditure of the hospital

7. The government should make the long term healthcare financing options to 
reach to be allotted and partake the risk
· Children and family

1. Make use of the help from the society 

(for examples: transport subsidies and clothes subsidies……)

2. Develop the plan of mutual help of the society in Hong Kong

(There was one in Tuen Mun which was a great success)

3. Do not prejudice the children from poor family
(The classmates play jokes on them)

4. Strengthen the family concept 
(Reason: The cases of violence in family increases, this affect the future generation very seriously)

5. Strengthen the plan of developing children’s talents

(This can help the children develop their talent and improve their social skills)

6. Encourage to start an enterprise by decreasing the land rent and taxes

· Women

1. Develop “Same job same salary”, but not having a lower salary for women
(For example:  The salary is $10000 per month, the boss should give the female staff $ 10000, but not only $8000)

2. Strengthen the education on the “The Race Discrimination Ordinance “
(The government should make a policy to prevent the incident of discrimination)

3. Develop the training for women and the chance of employment
(For instance: let them join some training course for free and help them find a job to support the families.)

· The questionnaire
· SAMPLE

We would like to do a survey about how much do the citizens know about poverty.

a) What do you think about the definition of poverty?

· 1 )Income under $6000

· 2) Cannot buy what you want to have

· 3) The average income under half of the middle line of HK

· 4) Others                
b) How would cause poverty? (Rank 1-5, one is the lowest, five is the highest.)

· 1) The most part of the population is elderly

· 2) Unemployment

· 3) Knowledge level is too low

· 4) The stock market drops

· 5 )The family is poor

c) How do you feel about the job of the government to solve poverty?

· 1) Satisfied

· 2) Average 

· 3) Dissatisfied

· 4) No comments

d) Do you think poverty in Hong Kong is serious? (Give marks, 5 is the most serious)

e) Do you agree “poverty would not last for three generations? Why?

· 1) Agree                        
· 2) Disagree                        
f) Age group

□ 1) 10-19

□ 2) 20-29

□ 3) 30-39

□ 4) 40-49

□ 5) 50 or above

We conduct the interview on the 15th March, 2009 from 14:00-16:00 at the bus station outside the Shatin MTR Railway Station. We interviewed 50 people. 
· Result:

Total 50 people   Female: 31 
Male: 11 
Lost case: 3

	Question / answer
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	a)
	15 people
	2 people
	16 people
	7 people
	

	b)
	2.62
	3.84
	3.86
	2.36
	2.32

	c)
	4 people
	14 people
	21 people
	11 people
	

	d)
	Average 3.21

	e)
	44 people
	6 people
	-------------
	----------------
	--------------

	f) lost case:3
	4 people
	18 people
	10 people
	14 people
	1 people


· Part conclusion:

From question a, the correct definition of poverty is answer 3, but only 32% know the correct answer, that means interviewers are not quite understand the definition of the poverty, which is a common noun used in the society. Moreover, 4% answer 2, which is undoubtedly wrong. Also, 14% of the interviewers choose answer 4, most of them thought when a person cannot afford the basic daily products is called poverty, which I also agree with. I think before we talk about the other question, we must understand deeply, so that we can comment on that.

For question b, we can see the average rank is not big different, apart from answer 2 and 3, the other 3 have very close ranking. But among the answer, answer 3 is the highest, which is “Knowledge level is too low”, most of the interviewers thought knowledge can change everything. The answer which I unexpected it would be so high is answer 4, I think it has direct connection with economy, but not poverty as it was only an indicator of economy.

For question c, 42% of them felt dissatisfy with the job that the government has done. But according to our solution part in out project, we thought that the government has already done a lot.

For question d, the average answer is 3.21 that mean the poverty problem is not too serious in Hong Kong. For the one who gave 4 or above because they thought the news always say some part of Hong Kong is very poor, many people join the CSSA Scheme. For the one who gave answer 1 thought that compare with foreign countries, the economy of Hong Kong is good. Therefore the average of the quality of life in Hong Kong would not be so bad which means the poverty problem would not be so serious.

For question e, 88% thought that the new generation could change their own life as now the government provides 12 years free education and with effort, the new generation can change their own life and improve their living style. For the one who gave answer 2 is only about 12% , they thought that poverty would not affect ones attitude. So that they life would not be improved.

We interview the social worker, Mrs. Wong who is working at Tuen Mun Hospital for many years. On the 10th April, 2009, we interviewed her in her office.
· Interview with social worker
1. Are you serve in the district of Tin Shui Wai in the very first time? 
    No, I have served in Tin Shui Wai for 5 years, I served in Shatin before.
2. Which types of case in Tin Shui Wai more than in Shatin?
    There’re many public housings in Tin Shui Wai so many cases are about the residents, solitary oldsters and new immigrant families there.
3. There are many new immigrant families in Tin Shui Wai, is it difficult for them to adapt the living in Hong Kong?
    Yes, because we can see that there are many family problems between the residents in Tin Shui Wai. Most of them are the low-income families, usually the males are unemployment. This causes the family violence. As they are new immigrants, they may not adopt the new environment and they don’t have enough support  from friends and relatives. Besides, the financial problems also give them a great pressure to educate their children. Moreover, some women occasionally face the marriage problems, this can lead the melancholy and other psychopathy.
4a. How do you help them? Does the hospital gives you some indications to help them?
    In fact, we mainly serve the patients. The hospital did not teach us a step to help them, but we use some resources to help them to solve different problems.  We will do some guiding work if they have a bad mood, suicide tendency or family violent. Besides, if it is purely economic problems, we will use the resources provide by the Social Welfare Department, for example Comprehensive Social  Security Assistance (CSSA), Disability Allowance. Besides, the hospital also provides some economic supports, for example exempt the medical expense and help them to buy some medical equipments through the Samaritan Fund. We also apply some funds to help them, such as the cancer fund and rheumatism fund. Moreover, there are many resources to help them, money, different services and public housings are the examples of it.
4b.Are you helping them directly or help them through some organisations?
    Both, the material support such as the Food Bank, we can get some food for them directly from these organisations. Besides, we can give them the      applications of medical exempt directly. However,  we had to apply home help service, public housings and dormitories through other organisations.
5a. Did you visit some poor families? Can you share some experiences with us?
    I visited some solitary oldsters in Yuen Long. They lived in some log cabins, stone buildings and shabby villages. The facilities were deficient and the traffic was very inconvenient. The living environment was bad. However, the oldsters had lived there for a long time, so they had adopted there and did not want to change.
5b. Do they want to improve their living environment?
    They kept living there because they have adopted there. They didn’t know to find whom to help them. However, even though we helped them to apply public housings, they might refused that because the environment was new and strange for them. Besides, I also visited some residents in the public housings. In fact, the basic facilities were enough there. If they were living in the public housings and they had applied the CSSA, even though they had economic difficulties, the basic living condition was still okay. However, some  oldsters might not have electrical appliance. Moreover, the living condition qA contrastively bad if the low- income families don’t apply the CSSA.
5c. Does this mean that they don’t apply the CSSA is because they don’tknow it?
     Indeed, I think most of the people have known the CSSA already. They don’t apply the CSSA is because they don’t want others to discriminate them. Sometimes, the qualification was fail to apply, it’s also the main reason. We usually helped donate some second-hand electrical appliances and food to them. I think the condition of the public housings was already much better than the shabby villages.

6a.In some TV programs about Hong Kong poverty, we can see that some children are so poor that they didn’t even have desk to do homework, does this situation happen commonly in Tin Shui Wai?
It is rare in the public housing. However, it is common in the cubicle apartment. Most of the new immigrant families cannot apply the public housing  because their qualification is fail so this situation sometimes happens.

7. The Hong Kong government doesn’t want the people to rely on CSSA, so it is set that the application has to live in Hong Kong for 7 years, how do you think about it?
  I understand that the government don’t want the people to abuse the CSSA, but I think that the qualification shouldn’t be so strict. It’s because most    new immigrant families have many children and we should give more support to them as children are the pillars of the society. Besides, the children are easy to learn bad in such growing environment, it will be too late if the problem expands. The government should pay more effort to nourish the children so that they will feed back the society in the future.
8. What is the reason that they don’t go out to work?
   Most of the parents have to take care of their children. There’re not many works provide for the residents in Tin Shui Wai, the parents have to find jobs in other districts, it will be difficult to take care of their children because it takes time to shuttle two places. Although they want to work, there’s no suitable work for them. Furthermore, the traffic expense is very high, it isn’t easy for them to supply the Traffic Allowance because there is many confinements.

9. Are they facing the problem of “ working poor”?

   Yes, they may not have enough work to do, such as  the construction confession. In the other hand, the income of them may be very low that it isn’t enough to support the family.
10. Does poverty give them a great effect on psychology?
   Some unemployed labors may feel upset because they don’t have any hope. They also worry the financial problems as they’re the only support of      their families. Their sense of inferiority is very strong. They don’t want to rely on the government but they have no job. For the children, I        sometimes hear that the children try to stop their parents to apply the CSSA because they are afraid that their classmates will laugh at them.

11. There’re many juvenile delinquency in Tin Shui Wai, what do they need?

    There’re many covert youth, as their parents always go to work outside, they are lack of care and love. Sometimes, the relationship between       their parents isn’t so good, so they don’t want to stay at home, they may meet some bad friends  outside. Besides, some children may choose to  play with the computer so that they can shirk the fact.

12. We know that you are cordial to your job, but one person cannot help much, what will you do when you feel impotent?
    I will do my best to know and use some resources to help them. Although we may not have enough resources, we can find other support by ourselves.

13. Did you see some great events that make the number of the poor increases?

   The public was very worried during the period of SARS, the number of people who asked for help increased. Many big events that affect the economy make the unemployment rate increases, for example the economic crisis.

14. Do you think that social worker can get more resources from the government to help citizens?
    Yes, because the government provides many lessons and ways to help the citizens to update themselves and improve their live. We can encourage the citizens to join the lessons and it’s a meaningful thing.

15. Does your job affect you?
    Yes, I learn to be grateful and not to complain all the time. Through this job, I discovered that I have  been very lucky and I should value all the thing that I have.

· Part Summary:

Through the interview, I know more about the real situation in Tin Shui Wai, I know the way of a social worker to help those in needs. She thought there must be some method to help the needy. 
From the interview, we know the unemployment in Tin Shui Wai is very serious as parents need to take care of their children and there are not enough jobs provided for the local residents. We know poverty would not only affect ones’ living condition, as well as psychological area. Therefore helping hand should give not only to the physical area. Social workers are very good listeners, they can provide suitable helps for people, such as communicating with different organizations.
We know different age groups need different helps, we are try to looking into their problems and impacts, as well as their needs in the project. 
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Conclusion

After studying this topic for over five months, we have successful found a lot of information about poverty and done an interview with a social worker. We know that Gini coefficient means the gap between the rich and the poor. After studying the statistics of the Gini coefficient in Hong Kong, we discovered that the poverty problems are quite serious in Hong Kong. So we go deep into two particular poor districts, they are Sham Shui Po and Tin Shui Wai. They are the old urban district and the new urban district respectively.
Sham Shui Po is one of the poorest districts in Hong Kong. Children there live in the poor living environment. The area of a private flat is very small. The children worry about their education resources. This affects their learning attitude. Because of the poverty, they cannot afford buying the new glasses. Even though they have hearts to learn, this may affect their learning.

Also, many children lack of social activities, and feel that their living style is boring. Apart from the poverty problem of children, poverty also leads to social problems. Some of the teenagers would go out work to earn some money and help support their family. Some of them went the wrong track, for example they may help transport drugs. Finally, many of the migration have difficulties in finding jobs in Hong Kong. Therefore they can’t support their own family which is called unemployment poverty. 

We also study about Tin Shui Wai. “Continuous Poverty Problem “is serious in Tin Shui Wai. But not much people there apply for and receive Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) Scheme. Also, we can see that there is a cycle of poverty that is called the “Continuous Poverty Problem “. Also, the parents have jobs require long working hours, so there is not enough time share with their family members. So, they do not communicate enough and do not know their needs, so this easily leads to the domestic violence and other social problems.

   Hong Kong government has done a lot to help them, but it is not enough. We have thought of some suggestions for the government. We all hope that the poverty problems will be improved in a short period of time. This is also what Hong Kong citizens think!
Feeling

By doing this cross curricular project, we have learnt many things which cannot learn from the textbooks. Before this project comes, we do not know about the Gini coefficient’s meaning. We used to think that only a little people are in poor onditions and the work government did. We now learn about the history, causes and the problems of poverty. 

First, we have searched for a lot of information on the internet and also studied a lot of reports and charts about poverty. We even went to the library to read the related books for reference in the Reference Library of Hong Kong Public Libraries . It was an unforgettable experience for us because we haven’t gone into it through our life and it is a library full of adults and students of university. 

   Also, we have done an interview with a social worker also. We have learnt to set the question and use more formal language. We have also learnt some asking techniques. For instance: When the interviewer has talked about the answer of another question, we should not ask that question again. On the day to interview, all of us were very nervous, we didn’t know what would the social worker response, but it was a great success. 

  Moreover, we have done a questionnaire at the Sha Tin Railway Station. We thought that Hong Kong people are very busy and no one would spend a little time to help us. Finally, we did it and it was easier than I thought. For example: every ten people, one will help us.

  Lastly, we learnt about how to work with others. Dividing the jobs into different parts is also necessary to learn. If only one in working, she cannot make a good project. While discussing, we need to use more polite words, if not, this results in an argument. Fortunately, this did not happen in our group. We will remember what we have learnt from this project forever!!!

Working distribution

Alice So 

· Introduction 

· Gini definition

· Definition of Poverty

· The major causes of poverty in the past

Ann Wong

· Tin Shui Wai

Psyche Chan

· Content

· Sham Shui Po

· Questionnaire

Natalie Lai

· Solution (suggested)

· Conclusion

· Feeling

Candy Leung

· Cover

· Organizing Interview

· Solution (government)

Source

“A study of livelihood of Children from Low-Income Families Research Report—Executive Summary” from Department of Social Work and Social administration in2001 by The University of Hong Kong

“新移民婦女就業情況及困難調查報告” from Society for Community Organization
From the book of深水埗貧窮問題及扶貧工作狀況（The Poverty Problem in Sham Shui Po and the Progress of Improving Work）

Hong Kong Census and Statistic Department

Acknowledgement

Interviewee --- Social worker, Mrs. Wong

Interviewee --- passes-by

Our teacher-adviser --- Miss Yam







Sham Shui Po





Tin Shui Wai





� EMBED PBrush ���





Government’s solutions�(2004, 2005, 2007)








Our suggestions

















� source from “A study of livelihood of Children from Low-Income Families Research Report—Executive Summary” from Department of Social Work and Social administration in2001 by The University of Hong Kong


� source from “A study of livelihood of Children from Low-Income Families Research Report—Executive Summary” from Department of Social Work and Social administration in2001 by The University of Hong Kong


� As above


� As above


� source from “A study of livelihood of Children from Low-Income Families Research Report—Executive Summary” from Department of Social Work and Social administration in2001 by The University of Hong Kong


�  “新移民婦女就業情況及困難調查報告” from Society for Community Organization


�  “新移民婦女就業情況及困難調查報告” from Society for Community Organization


� From the book of深水埗貧窮問題及扶貧工作狀況（The Poverty Problem in Sham Shui Po and the Progress of Improving Work）











0

_1301859030

_1301859032

_1301859029

