PRINT FICTION

[* indicates relative level of difficulty]

1. Across the Nightingale Floor ***
Lian Hearn
Publisher: Riverhead Books
ISBN: 1573222259
Approx 290 pages
This may well be the most difficult book on the list and is offered for the stimulation of students with a high level of English and an interest in reading. The story is set in a land that is and is not Japan, a pre-modern Japan with magic thrown in. The teenage hero undergoes training in martial and supernatural arts, undertakes dangerous missions and falls in love. Readers who think highly of Chinese martial arts novels and have the skill and perseverance to read a lengthy book will be attracted to this novel.
2. A Christmas Carol *
Charles Dickens
Publisher: Oxford Bookworms Stage 3
ISBN: 0194230007
Approx 70 pages
This is a simplified version of the famous classic. Ebenezer Scrooge is a miser who has no interest in celebrating Christmas. On Christmas Eve he is visited by the ghost of his old partner and by the spirits of Christmas past, present and future. What Scrooge sees changes him into a caring man who now rushes to help his clerk, Bob Cratchit. This is a heart-warming Christmas tale about human values and the insufficiency of material possessions.
3. The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time ***
Mark Haddon
Publisher: Random House Group / Vintage
ISBN: 0099456761 / 1400032717
Approx 270 pages / 240 pages
This is a rather unusual book that has attracted quite a lot of attention and become a best seller (there are actually two versions, one for younger readers and the other for older ones). The narrator is Christopher Boone, a teenager with Asperger’s Syndrome. He is an excellent mathematician and lives in a carefully rule-governed world, but cannot understand emotions. This is especially unfortunate as his parents have recently broken up and the atmosphere is swirling with strong emotion. A neighbour’s dog has also been killed and Christopher is determined to find the culprit. The book is written in short sentences, but the vocabulary is demanding. Occasional strong language.
4. Daddy-Long-Legs ***
Jean Webster
Publisher: Puffin Books
ISBN: 0140374558
Approx 190 pages
An orphan girl does not seem to have much of a future until a kind benefactor (Daddy-Long-Legs, so named after his shadow) offers to cover the cost of a college education for her. In return she has to write him regular letters about her experiences. The book consists of the letters. This book dates from 1912, but has survived by inspiring many young women.
5. Dracula *
Bram Stoker
Publisher: Macmillan Readers Intermediate Level
ISBN: 0435272209
Approx 60 pages
This is a much simplified version of the classic vampire tale in which Jonathan Harker travels to Transylvania and meets Count Dracula, who in turn moves to London with his supernatural powers. The story has been filmed many times and has enormous appeal to any reader intrigued by the supernatural.
6. Emma ** / Emma *
Jane Austen
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 4 / Oxford Dominoes Stage 2
ISBN: 0582417945 / 0194243451
Approx 60 pages
One of the Austen novels that continue to delight readers of all ages, perhaps especially young women, this one tells the story of rich, good-hearted but rather spoilt Emma Woodhouse and her attempts at match-making that end in her own falling in love with the handsome Mr Knightley. Amusing and romantic, the novel has been turned into a fine film at least once.
7. Ghost in the Guitar *
Paul Shipton
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 0582319137
Approx 50 pages
This story with a contemporary setting involves a teenage couple mad about pop music. A new guitar, however, has mysterious and dangerous properties. The story, told in very simple English, fits into the horror/ghost category.
8. Gladiator **
Peter Gram
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 4
ISBN: 0582471176
Approx 80 pages
This is an exciting historical novel with plenty of action. The Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius wants to return to the republic of early Rome and asks his great general Maximus to help with his plan. The emperor’s corrupt and ambitious son, Commodus, learns of this, murders his father and orders the destruction of Maximus. Maximus’ family are killed and he ends up as a slave-gladiator in North Africa. Commodus coincidentally wants to win the support of the people of Rome by putting on games in the Colosseum. After many fights and adventures, Maximus ends up facing the villainous emperor in the arena and killing him. The book has been made into a famous film.
9. Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets ***
J.K. Rowling
Publisher: Bloomsbury
ISBN: 0747538484
Approx 250 pages
A fairly demanding but immensely popular book, the second in the series, this story of Harry Potter, the student wizard, contains all the well-loved characters: the Weasley family, the clever Hermione, the enormous Hagrid and the benevolent Dumbledore, as well as some less wholesome people like Draco Malfoy and his unpleasant father. Special to this book are Dobby the elf, the vain and ineffective Gilderoy Lockhart, Moaning Myrtle with her toilet home and a giant spider, Aragog. There is plenty of humour and suspense as someone threatens Harry’s life and he bravely faces the powerful basilisk in the chamber of secrets. Obviously, the book can be read in conjunction with viewing the excellent film version.
10. The Last Polar Bear **
Harry Horse
Publisher: Puffin Books
ISBN: 0140363823
Approx 80 pages
A humorous fantasy, the book is a series of letters about the journey of Grandfather and Roo, an intelligent dog, to the North Pole to see the Last Polar Bears. The animals talk and there is even a penguin supermarket. The style is fairly simple, but the vocabulary demanding.
11. Martin’s Mice **
Dick King-Smith
Publisher: Dell Publishing
ISBN: 0440403804
Approx 120 pages
Martin, a cat on a farm, likes mice and keeps some as pets giving them a great deal of love. He does not understand why they run away, preferring freedom until he is himself made into an adored pet. This is a pleasing animal fantasy with a message for readers.
12. The Maze *
Peter David
Publisher: Random House
ISBN: 0679882642
Approx 160 pages
This belongs to the Dinotopia series of books, games (and film). Dinotopia is a secret continent where highly intelligent dinosaurs live and are close friends with people. In this story Gwen, who has relationship problems with her father, joins up with Jason, a student of ancient lore, and Booj, a very intelligent but insensitive velociraptor, to save the world from an outbreak of the deadly zinix disease. They travel through a mysterious maze to locate Odon the Healer, who at first refuses to help them as he dislikes humans, but their comradeship impresses him and all turns out well. This is an imaginative story in simple English.
13. Nineteen Eighty-Four [1984] **
George Orwell
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 4
ISBN: 0582777313
Approx 70 pages
For those with an interest in politics, this simplified version of the classic story of totalitarianism, thought-control, Big Brother and Newspeak will have a strong appeal. Winston Smith tries to evade the system and retain some dignity and freedom, but finds it impossible. A rather depressing tale, this book is for the thoughtful. It has been filmed, but the film is not easily available.
14. A Pair of Ghostly Hands and Other Stories *
Publisher: Oxford Bookworms Level 3
ISBN: 019423018X
Approx 80 pages
The book contains five simplified ghost stories. A Pair of Ghostly Hands is about a child ghost; Lost Hearts involves black magic; Mrs Amsworth locates a vampire in an English village; The Waxwork has images that come alive at night, and John Charnington’s Wedding is about a man so determined to get married he carries on although he is dead. A good choice for those with a taste for the supernatural, without being too frightening.
15. The Pearl ***
John Steinbeck
Publisher: Heinemann Educational Books New Windmill Series
ISBN: 0435120255
Approx 85 pages This book is written in full native-speaker English, but has a simple style and relatively straightforward vocabulary. It should suit the average to better-than-average student. The story takes place in Mexico and raises issues of poverty and exploitation. Kino, a poor pearl-diver, is devoted to his wife Juana and their baby Coyotito. He is devastated when the child is stung by a scorpion and the doctor will not help as Kino cannot pay. At this point Kino finds an immense pearl and suddenly the doctor is helpful. Kino’s attempts to sell the pearl for its true worth are, however, blocked by the local dealers. Tensions build in this tragic tale as the pearl brings the family more and more misfortunes. Although a simple tale, this is a major work of literature.
16. Romeo and Juliet *
William Shakespeare
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 0582505143
Approx 60 pages
This is a greatly simplified version of the famous play. The teenage heroes of this tragic, but beautiful love story will appeal to their modern counterparts. The text will also suit anyone interested in drama rather than pure prose fiction.
17. The Royal Park Murder **
Alanna Knight
Publisher: Contemporary Books Thumbprint Mysteries
ISBN: 0809206870
Approx 100 pages
Written in clear, simple English, this is a crime/detective story set in Scotland. Teenage Ann Kelty is in a difficult situation when, just as she is getting on well with a new young policeman boyfriend, a man is found murdered shortly after an argument with her slightly mysterious father. There are plenty of twists and turns in the plot with disguises, coincidences and clues. Ann nearly dies when she is thrown down a mine, but the real criminal is found at last. This is a lively story with a strong female lead character.
18. The Speckled Band and Other Stories *
A. Conan Doyle
Publisher: Macmillan Readers Intermediate Level
ISBN: 0435272446
Approx 80 pages
Three of the Sherlock Holmes stories are included in this book. The Speckled Band with its venomous snake, The Dancing Men and the ingenious The Red-Headed League. The famous stories are retold in simplified English and should have a wide appeal.
19. The Spiderwick Chronicles: Book 1, The Field Guide **
Tony DiTerlizzi (Illustrator) & Holly Black
Publisher: Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers
ISBN: 0689859368
Approx 130 pages
This book (and series) will appeal to the sort of readers who like Harry Potter, but find the Potter books rather too difficult in English. The Grace family consists of Mother, Mallory and the twins, Jared and Simon. They move into an old house and strange things start happening. There’s a hidden room and an old book about magical creatures. The first one they meet, who has been causing the strange happenings, is a boggart. Peace is only restored when he is compensated for the accidental destruction of his home. The book is beautifully illustrated and has an interesting map. It will give pleasure to lovers of fantasy.
20. The Story of Tracy Beaker **
Jacqueline Wilson
Publisher: Corgi
ISBN: 0440862795
Approx 140 pages
Tracy lives in a children’s home and is desperate to have a chance at a family life. The book deals with serious issues such as broken families and bad relationships in an approachable, even light-hearted way.
21. Striker *
Peter & Karen Viney
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 058250547X
Approx 50 pages
This is a choice for students with limited English. The story is about an injured goalkeeper and takes the form of a law case about his injury.
22. Superbird *
Brian Tomlinson
Publisher: Cambridge English Readers Level 2
ISBN: 0521656087
Approx 50 pages
This is very simple book. Extra-terrestrials land on Earth and find humans not very attractive. The interest in the story is that it is told by means of interviews and from the point of view of the ‘aliens’. This gives it the benefit of encouraging readers to look at questions from different perspectives.
23. Tomorrowland ***
Michael Cart (Editor)
Publisher: Scholastic Signature
ISBN: 0590376799
Approx 200 pages
This is a collection of short stories about the future written by young people themselves on the occasion of the new millennium. The ten stories cover issues such as our increasing alienation from nature, sports and technology, artificial insemination, species rivalry, virtual reality and the usual problems of human relationships. This is a stimulating collection for students with a confident grasp of English.
24. Tuesdays With Morrie ***
Mitch Albom
Publisher: Doubleday
ISBN: 0385484518
Approx 200 pages
The author, a very busy and successful man who hardly has time to enjoy what he has, learns that his old teacher is dying. Feeling guilty that he did not keep in touch over the years, he starts visiting him regularly and learns a lot from him about life and human values. This is a book for thoughtful students.
25. The Witches **
Roald Dahl & Quentin Blake (Illustrator)
Publisher: Puffin Books
ISBN: 0141301104
Approx 210 pages
In this book by one of the most famous writers of children’s books, a young boy gets involved with some real witches, outwardly ordinary women but filled with hatred for children. The boy is turned into a mouse, but then with the help of his grandmother manages to turn all the witches into mice. The book is full of fun and humour.
PRINT NON-FICTION

[* indicates relative level of difficulty]

1. Albert Einstein: A Life of Genius *
Elizabeth MacLeod
Publisher: Kids Can Press
ISBN: 1553373960
Approx 30 pages
The book is designed as a scrapbook with plenty of graphics and cartoon illustrations. The text is simple and covers the main interests and motivations of Einstein’s life. Some of the information is presented in the form of question and answer. There is no difficult science.
2. Book of the Future ***
Phil Taylor
Publisher: BBC Books
ISBN: 0563487712
Approx 130 pages
The BBC asked people to post on their website their views of what the world would be like in 2020. Experts then chose the best 75. The book has a slight British bias and varies from the funny to the very serious and scientific. It will take a very able student to tackle this book.
3. Boy: Tales of Childhood **
Roald Dahl
Publisher: Puffin Books
ISBN: 0141303050
Approx 180 pages
This is the famous writer’s autobiography covering the early years of his life. He had a most interesting childhood and was an extremely mischievous little boy. A good read for anyone interested in the art of writing.
4. Buddhism: A Very Short Introduction ***
Damien Keown
Publisher: Oxford University Press
ISBN: 0192853864
Approx 150 pages The book introduces the teachings of the Buddha and discusses their development over the centuries, showing how they can help people face the problems of the modern world. This would be a good choice for a young person of a serious frame of mind able to read fairly difficult English.
5. Cantonese Culture **
Shirley Ingram & Rebecca S. Y. Ng
Publisher: Asia 2000
ISBN: 9627160377
Approx 100 pages
Students may be interested to see how outsiders see them, and decide whether they agree with the remarks of the authors on local behaviour. The book is intended to help newcomers settle into Hong Kong society and should provoke students into some interesting reflections on their way of life.
6. Chinese Cinderella ***
Adeline Yen Mah
Publisher: Laurel Leaf
ISBN: 0440228654
Approx 220 pages
This true story of an unwanted girl whose mother dies giving birth to her and whose father starts a new family, losing interest in the children of his first marriage, takes place during the Japanese occupation of China. The story is a very moving one and there is plenty of period detail and information about the old China.
7. The Day that Shook the World ***
Publisher: BBC Worldwide
ISBN: 0563488026
Approx 225 pages
This is a serious book that involves a good knowledge of current events and will only appeal to strong students with an interest in politics and public affairs. Various chapters discuss terrorism, the attack on the World Trade Centre, Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Palestinian question, economic implications and the reactions of Russia and the UK to events. For a student to be able to talk about only a couple of these issues would be impressive.
8. Fighting Fat /Fighting Fit **
Janette Marshall
Publisher: BBC Books
ISBN: 0563384905
Approx 190 pages
This is a sensible book on healthy eating and the need for exercise. After considering the drawbacks of modern lifestyles, the author asks readers to consider their eating habits and to ensure that exercise is a regular part of their lives. Books of this type are extremely successful commercially, so a moderate one has been included here.
9. Free at Last: The Story of Martin Luther King, Jr. *
Angela Bull
Publisher: Penguin D K Readers Level 4
ISBN: 075132857X
Approx 50 pages
The book tells the inspiring life-story of the famous civil rights leader. There are plenty of pictures and a vocabulary glossary. This is a relatively easy choice.
10. Gangs and Bullies **
Rosemary Stones
Publisher: Evans Books, Life Files
ISBN: 0237518104
Approx 65 pages
This short book examines the phenomenon of gangs and bullying and suggests how schools and ordinary people can handle the problem. The book is intended to make teenagers think more deeply about social issues they are likely to meet.
11. Genetic Engineering **
Sally Morgan
Publisher: Evans Books, Moral Dilemmas
ISBN: 0237524848
Approx 65 pages
A presentation of the moral issues raised by this new science, the book contains case studies and encourages critical thinking and careful analysis.
12. Global Warming **
Fred Pearce
Publisher: Gardners Books, D K Essential Science Series
ISBN: 0751337137
Approx 70 pages
This is a lavishly illustrated book, written for schoolchildren, but with fairly technical language. A student with an interest in the topic will find learning the vocabulary rewarding.
13. Great Football Stories *
Russ Williams
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 0582416701
Approx 60 pages
This fairly easy book contains a brief history of football, details of some of the trouble football has caused, and accounts of cheating and the wild behaviour of fans, both male and female. Obviously, it will appeal to soccer fans.
14. Houdini: Master of Illusion ***
Clinton Cox
Publisher: Scholastic
ISBN: 0590949608
Approx 190 pages
A book of interest to those with a fascination for magic and illusion. The author relates the life of the great escapologist and reveals the secrets behind some of his amazing tricks.
15. The Human Body **
Richard Walker
Publisher: Gardners Books, D K Guides
ISBN: 0751339261
Approx 60 pages
This book has won awards, and is an exquisitely illustrated and detailed description of our bodies and how they work. The book will delight biology students and instruct any reader.
16. Louis Braille: The Boy Who Invented Books for the Blind *
Margaret Davidson
Publisher: Scholastic Paperbacks
ISBN: 059044350X
Approx 80 pages
The book is part of a series written for teenagers and includes a copy of the Braille alphabet. The book tells the story of Braille’s life and includes an account of the resistance to his invention.
17. Making Friends **
Andrew Matthews
Publisher: Seashell Publishers / Media Masters
ISBN: 981001953X / 0843129697
Approx 145 pages
The book discusses how to make friends and covers the whole topic of friendship in some detail. Plenty of examples and cartoons are included to make the book easily approachable.
18. Mother Teresa: In My Own Words **
Publisher: Gramercy
ISBN: 0517201690
Approx 130 pages
This is an illustrated collection of sayings, prayers and stories from Mother Teresa.
19. Pole to Pole ***
Michael Palin
Publisher: BBC Books
ISBN: 0563521988
Approx 320 pages
The famous traveller tells of his journey from the North Pole to the South. The book is full of insight into different cultures and countries and filled with humour and tolerance. For high calibre students interested in travel, this is a choice that will bring pleasure.
20. Princess Diana *
Cherry Gilchrist
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 058241685X
Approx 50 pages
The book tells the familiar tale of the princess who caught the heart of millions and did a great deal of charitable work before the sad end to her marriage and early death. A simple book.
21. The Ring of Bright Water *
Gavin Maxwell
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 0582416884
Approx 50 pages
The author lived in the north of Scotland and became friends with three otters. Although the place is far way, this true story of man’s ability to become close to nature should travel well and please many students.
22. Robot **
Roger Bridgman
Publisher: Gardners Books, D K Eyewitness Guides
ISBN: 1405303182
Approx 60 pages
Any student with an interest in mechanical objects and Artificial Intelligence will be fascinated by this attractive book. The book is written for schools but naturally demands a bit of technical vocabulary.
23. Stories of Courage *
Clare Swain
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 3
ISBN: 0582829844
Approx 50 pages
In this slim book we read about eight people who showed great courage and moral strength. They are Anna Quirot, an athlete who suffered bad burns; an anonymous refugee; Odette Sansom, a housewife who worked against the Nazis; Chico Mendez, the defender of the Amazonian rain-forest; Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese political heroine; Aaron Ralston, an American who had to face a terrible choice; Erin Brockovich, who fought for ordinary people’s right to compensation; and Dr Fumio Shigeto and the Oe’s, all affected by the Hiroshima bomb. An inspiring book.
24. Why Am I Afraid to Tell You Who I Am? ***
John Powell
Publisher: Thomas More Association
ISBN: 0883473232
Approx 150 pages
The book discusses various different personality types (e.g. the martyr, the cynic, the clown, the competitor, etc.) and asks readers to explore their own character and image, learning to accept themselves and face the world without fear. The book is not an easy one, though it has helpful graphics and captions. It should appeal to the philosophically minded.
25. Women in Business **
David Evans
Publisher: Penguin Readers Level 4
ISBN: 0582453275
Approx 65 pages
The book relates the success stories of a number of famous women: Coco Chanel and her fashion empire; Hanae Mori, the Japanese designer; Anita Roddick with her natural beauty products; Oprah Winfrey of television fame; and Madonna, the actress and singer. The book relates their stories to world events, and discusses the issue of career and family from a woman’s point of view. The book may help some students think about important issues in their own lives.
