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NON-PRINT FICTION

[* means a film may have some accents that might be slightly unfamiliar to Hong Kong students; ratings are given at the end of each entry]

Films

1.
About a Boy [Weitz, 2002]


This is a romantic comedy starring Hugh Grant. He plays a rich, self-indulgent London bachelor who pretends to have a son as a means of meeting attractive women.  His deception leads him to get reluctantly involved in the problems of Marcus, a boy with a difficult mother and problems at school.  As Marcus and the spoiled William get to know each other better, they both gain from the experience. [12]

2.
Bend it like Beckham [Chadha, 2002] *


This British film about a girl with an Indian/Sikh background in London and a passionate love of football has proved to be very popular.  It raises very gently issues of gender, the generation gap, the immigrant experience, friendship, jealousy and young love. [12]

3.
The Client [Schumacher, 1994]


A fairly tough 11-year-old boy, Mark, gets accidentally involved in some very dangerous criminal business.  The police and the Mafia both suspect that he knows a lot, but he is not willing to speak.  He decides he needs a lawyer and contacts the very unheroic Reggie Love. Mark has to grow fast to cope with the situation.  The story is both exciting and touching and falls largely into the legal drama category. [15]

4.
Erin Brockovich [Soderbergh, 2000]


This film offers a strong female main character.  Erin Brockovich is an unemployed single mother with a lot of problems.  Her lawyer reluctantly gives her a job, but her manners and dress make serious people look down on her.  This makes it hard for her to get attention when she uncovers a corporate cover-up of a toxic waste pollution scandal. Nothing, however, can stop Erin and she triumphs in the end. [15]

5.
Finding Nemo, [Stanton and Unkrich, 2003]


This cartoon is undoubtedly one of the easier films in the list.  Marlin, a clown fish, is very protective of his son Nemo and does not allow him to leave the reef.  Nemo, however, ignores his father’s advice and is caught by a diver and ends up in an aquarium in a Sydney dentist’s office.  Nemo with the help of his new tank-mates has to grow up fast. Meanwhile, Marlin in the company of a fish with memory problems searches the ocean for Nemo.  The film is visually beautiful and there is plenty of humour. [U]

6. Freaky Friday [Waters, 2003]


Mother and daughter are on very bad terms.  Daughter wants to play in her band, and mother wants her to be an obedient teenager, stay at home and be nice to the man the widowed mother wants to marry.  Suddenly everything is confused by a little eastern magic - mother and daughter find themselves in each other’s bodies.  This leads to lots of comic situations. The film is based on a well-known book for teenagers and should offer no difficulties to students. [PG]

7.
Gattaca [Niccol, 1997]


This film tackles the possible repercussions of DNA analysis and portrays a future society where everything is decided by your genes.  One character tries to get beyond his destiny by borrowing the identity of a genetically superior being that has suffered a rare physical accident.  There is plenty of excitement as well as an opportunity to think about the impact of science on society. [15]

8.
The Hunt for Red October [McTiernan, 1990]


This film is for lovers of hi-tech thrillers. Ramius, the captain of a top-secret new Soviet nuclear submarine, is heading towards the United States.  It is not clear whether he is out of control and about to attack the States or trying to go over to the Americans.  It is tense on board the Red October and powerful marine forces are playing a cat and mouse game. Students who want excitement will be drawn to this film. [PG]

9.
Jurassic Park [Spielberg, 1993]


Dinosaurs brought to life by means of genetic engineering are the stars of an island theme park where suddenly everything goes wrong.  A t-rex runs amok and raptors hunt some of the main characters while some more peaceful species browse on the island.  A very exciting and famous film. [PG]

10.
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring [Jackson, 2001]


This is the first part of the famous trilogy and introduces the main characters: Frodo, the hobbit who must travel to Mount Doom to destroy the all-powerful magic ring that has come into his possession; Gandalf the great wizard; and a selection of elves, dwarfs, humans and hobbits.  There are plenty of evil creatures eager to stop Frodo and get their own hands on the ring for less benign purposes.  Exciting and full of brilliant special effects.  The plot is complex but the film is adored by lovers of fantasy. [PG]

11.
The Matrix [Wachowski brothers, 1999]


The trilogy of which this is the first episode has developed a cult following among science fiction and computer fans. The world we think we live in turns out to be a simulation to hide the awful truth that we are imprisoned slaves being used to power artificial intelligence machines.  A humble computer hacker is told that is it his mission to defeat he machines. The plot is complex, but that does not worry fans. [15]

12.
Mr Holland’s Opus  [Herek, 1995]


The film tells the life-story of a music teacher in the States and takes us through some of the recent history of that country.  This may not mean much to students, but the teacher’s highs and lows and interactions with students should be meaningful to them, and give them a chance to reflect on teachers they have known and the nature of schooling. [PG]

13.
My Fair Lady [Cukor, 1964]


A famous musical based on the play Pygmalion by GBS Shaw, the film tells the story of the attempt by Professor Higgins, the phonetics expert, to turn a poor flower girl into a ‘lady’, accepted in polite society.  The girl, Eliza Doolittle, is a great success but Higgins has forgotten that she has feelings of her own.  The concept of accents defining social class may be an unfamiliar one to learners, who will need some help, but the film is a very attractive one and directly related to issues of oral English and pronunciation. [U]

14.
October Sky [Johnston, 1999]  *


The launch of the Soviet Sputnik satellite in 1957 fills the head of Homer Hickam, a schoolboy in a very ordinary U.S. mining town, with rocket building ambitions.  Many things are against Homer, especially his father who thinks he is just being immature.  For a time, Homer actually gives up his dream, but then he returns to his efforts.  The film has plenty of humorous moments and is rich in inspiring messages about the rewards of perseverance. [PG]

15.
Rabbit-Proof Fence [Noyce, 2002]  *


This is an Australian film about the forced removal of some black Australian girls to a special training school to prepare them to be maids.  One of them, Molly, will not accept this and leads her sister and cousin on a 1,500-mile walk home through the outback, using the fence built to keep rabbits from spreading as a direction finder.  Issues of racism and the treatment of native peoples are raised in an acute form. [PG]

16.
Seabiscuit [Ross, 2003]


This fits into the inspirational story category.  Seabiscuit is a horse with a bad attitude that no one wants to ride.  A young jockey from a poor background dedicates himself to the horse and they achieve wonderful results.  Then disaster strikes the young man, but he fights on and proves he cannot be beaten.  A touching tale with plenty of grit. [PG]

17.
Shrek [Adamson & Jenson, 2001] *


The film tells the story of an ogre, happy being bad-tempered in his swamp, suddenly faced with lots of visitors, driven from their home by the wicked Lord Farquaad.  To get rid of them Shrek needs to rescue Princess Fiona; so off he goes with his very annoying donkey companion.  The cartoon/computer animation is full of humour and entertainment. [U]

18.
Spiderman [Raimi, 2002]


This is included for fans of superheroes. Peter Parker is bitten by a special spider and as a result develops amazing powers.  The murder of Peter’s uncle makes him dedicate his gift to fighting evil in the world.  His main enemy turns out to be the father of his best friend and rival for the love of Mary Jane Watson.  This creates all the tensions and conflicts that make a good story. [12]

19.
Titanic [Cameron, 1997]


A film that hardly needs any introduction - Jack and Rose fall in love on the doomed liner, but are separated by position and class.  Rose’s intended husband, Cal Hockley, is truly detestable and despicable.  The sinking of the ship draws forth varying responses from the passengers, from selfishness and sheer panic to nobility and great dignity.  The music and special effects add to the drama.  Many people watched the film ten or more times. [12]

20.
Whale Rider [Caro, 2002] *


In this New Zealand film, a young girl is convinced that she has the skills and sensitivities to be the next chief, but her grandfather, despite his deep love for her, cannot accept that a girl can occupy this position.  He stubbornly tries to keep traditional matters away from Pai while trying to instruct the uninterested boys.  Pai finally gets a chance to prove that it is she who has a special relationship with whales, making her the chosen of the ancestors. [PG]
NON-PRINT NON-FICTION

1. 
Animal Games

BBC DVD

An amusing look at which animals are the fastest, strongest and so on.  Animals ‘take part’ in six Olympic events.

2. 
Anne Frank Remembered [Blair, 1995]

This is an award-winning documentary about the background, life and tragedy of the well-known diary-writer.

3. 
Beethoven: Sound and Fury

A & E Biography DVD

The life of the famous classical composer is examined with interviews with great musicians.

4.
The Boys of Sudan [Mylan, 2003]


This is the story of two Sudanese refugees fleeing the dangers of their home country and trying to adjust to life in the United States.

5. 
Bruce Lee: The Immortal Dragon

A & E Biography DVD

The documentary tells of the Hong Kong star’s rise to fame and early death.

6. 
Christopher Reeve: Triumph, Tragedy and Courage

A & E Biography DVD

Reeve was a successful actor, famous around the world in the role of Superman, when he suffered a terrible spine injury that left him paralysed.  This is the story of his bravery.

7. 
Confucius: Words of Wisdom

A & E Biography DVD

An inquiry into the life of the great Chinese thinker.

8. 
Dive to Bermuda Triangle

Discovery Channel DVD

Scientists investigate whether there really is a mystery in the area, and look into the various strange theories about the Bermuda Triangle.

9.
Genghis Khan: Terror and Conquest

A & E Biography DVD

The story of the great Mongolian warlord who changed the course of history.

10. 
George Lucas: Creating an Empire

A & E Biography DVD

The life story of the famous film director who developed the Star Wars films and revolutionized special effects in film.

11. 
Great Wildlife Moments

BBC DVD

The DVD contains David Attenborough’s favourite scenes from his many award-winning series.  Students can watch gorillas, killer sharks, tigers and a host of other magnificent animals.

12. 
Haunted History

History Channel DVD

This is an examination into places in the United States that have been reported to be haunted. Eyewitnesses tell of their experiences and historians reveal tragic old stories.

13. 
In Search of the Trojan War

BBC DVD

The programme investigates how much truth there is in the old stories of the Trojan War and where it might have happened (if it did happen).

14. 
Kitty Hawk: The Wright Brothers’ Journey of Invention [David Garrigus, 2003]

The film tells the story of Orville and Wilbur Wright and their determination to fly.

15. 
The Making of the ‘Lord of the Rings’ [Costa Botes, 2002]

This documentary explains how the famous trilogy was made.  There are interviews with the director and leading actors.  It will naturally appeal to fans of the films and students will learn about the art of film making.

16. 
Michael Palin: Pole to Pole

BBC DVD

The film details the journey from the North to the South Pole, going down through Russia and then the length of Africa before taking to the sea.

17. 
Napoleon Bonaparte: The Glory of France

A & E Biography DVD

The story of one of history’s great military commanders.

18. 
Parasites: Eating Us Alive

Discovery Channel DVD

A documentary on microscopic creatures that live on and in us.

19. 
Serpent

BBC Wildlife Special DVD

For nature-lovers this documentary offers a detailed look at the world of snakes.  Plenty of use is made of the latest in computer graphics and special photographic techniques.

20. 
Steve Wozniak: the Wizard Of Apple

A & E Biography DVD

Unlike his partner Steve Jobs, Wozniak (who invented the personal computer) tired of the business world and having made his fortune moved on to other activities, including teaching.

21.
Super Size Me [Spurlock, 2004]

A controversial examination of the effects of living off fast food, the documentary has a great deal of humour of the satirical type.

22. 
Walking with Cavemen

Discovery Channel DVD

The documentary films presents the story of our species’ early days and the lifestyles of our distant ancestors.

23. 
Wild Weather

BBC DVD

The latest technology gives viewers a feeling of what it is like to experience nature’s power.  There are four episodes: Wind, Wet, Cold and Heat.

24. 
Winged Migration [Cluzaud & Perrin, 2003]

A popular and beautiful film about migratory birds, this should be of general interest.  The DVD also has a documentary on the making of the film.  The photography is exceptionally fine.

25.
World Class Trains - The Royal Canadian Pacific [DVD]

The documentary covers the history of the line, its rolling stock and the magnificent scenery through which it runs.

