Hong Kong Chemistry Olympiad for Secondary Schools (2009-2010)
	
	(A) Project-based Stream

	Rules for the competition

	(a) Students will design and work on their own project in school. The project should include experimental work. 
(b) Only ONE metal should be chosen as a main theme for the project(e.g. Iron or Zinc). 
(c) Each team of students should write up a report or produce a website to give a concise and well-ordered account of their project including the objectives, an abstract of not more than 200 words, principles, experimental methods, presentation and interpretation of results, discussions, conclusions and references. The project title, school name and full names of students in both Chinese and English should be provided in the report cover page (or the website). The presentation materials described in the next paragraph should also be listed at the lower left corner of the report cover page. 
(d) Each team of students should produce a video/photographic record (e.g. digitized video clips, VCD, digital photographs) of the key stages of their work and the essential features of their project. The length of the video produced should not exceed 5 minutes.

(e) A preliminary screening based on the written reports (or the website) and the presentation materials will be conducted. The best 12 teams(approximate) will be invited to attend a poster presentation session. Each team should use a poster of about A1 size (59.4 x 84.1 cm) and an abstract (not more than 200 words in both Chinese and English) to briefly explain their projects and answer some questions raised by a panel of judges.

(f) The best six entries will be selected and these teams of students will attend the Final Competition where their projects will receive final adjudication undertaken by a panel of judges. Each team of finalists is required to submit a project summary of not more than 3 A4 pages for reference by the panel of judges. During the Final Competition, each team is allowed a maximum of 15 minutes to report their project. After each presentation, there will be five minutes for the team to respond to questions raised by the panel of judges and the audience. The softcopies of PowerPoint, video, report (or the website), abstract and summary should be stored in a CD-R and submit to the HKASME during the Final Competition.

(f)
If finalist teams participate in other competitions, they should notify the organizing committee as soon as possible so that proper arrangement could be made.

(g)
Students can only use either Chinese or English in their project report/website and presentation. Mixed mode of both languages is not allowed.

(h)
Schools will be responsible for the production costs of their projects.

	Adjudication
	The panel of judges comprises representatives from the organizers. All projects will be judged according to the following criteria:

(a)
whether the project is relevant to the theme of the Olympiad,

(b)
whether the chemical principles described are sound and whether the methods used are reliable,

(c)
whether the project describes a novel but significant experience and can be used or applied in 
other areas,

(d)
whether the presentation is clear and convincing, and

(e) 
other criteria as deemed appropriate by the panel of judges.

The preliminary screening will focus on the quality of projects and the performance of students in the poster presentation session. The final adjudication will focus on the overall performance of the team on the day of final competition.

	Awards
	· Gold, silver and bronze medals will be presented to members of the first three winning teams. 

· A trophy will be presented to the school of the champion team for its retention for one year. 
· Certificates and souvenirs will also be given to all members of the finalist and commendable teams. 
· The champion team might also be invited to participate in the Chinese National Chemistry Olympiad to be held in January/February 2011.

	Resources
	· http://resources.edb.gov.hk/~science/hkcho (summary of past projects) and our webpage, HKASME http://www.hkasme.org   main page ( chemistry)

	Enquiries
	· Enquiries regarding the Olympiad may be directed to Miss CHU of HKASME at 2333 0096

	Copyright


	· The organisers reserve the right to publish in full or part of the entries. All entries will not be returned to schools.

	Safety Matter
	· All participants schools should take all necessary safety precautions and obey laws announced by Education Bureau and other authorities. 
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