Youth Speak II 

Episode 4 – Meeting foreigners

Notes - Reported speech for ‘Yes/No’ questions

This structure is often used in the HKCEE Paper IV role play. 

Here are some ‘Yes/No’ questions:

Does Naz like John?

Is it raining?

Have you ever been to Japan?

Can you swim?

In reported speech, we add ‘if’ or ‘whether’ to the sentence. e.g.

She asked if Naz likes John.

I asked whether it was raining.

Simon wanted to know if I had ever been to Japan.

They asked if I could swim. 

Verb tenses change as follows:

	No
	Question
	Reported speech

	1
	Present simple tense
	Past tense

	2
	Past tense
	Past tense or 

Past perfect tense

	3
	Present continuous tense
	Past continuous tense

	4
	Present perfect tense
	Past perfect tense

	5
	Future tense 
	would & verb


e.g.

1. Are you okay?


Suzy asked if I was okay.

2. Did you go to the party?

I asked him if he went to the party.

3. Is our teacher leaving?

Jim asked if their teacher was leaving.

4. Has the typhoon gone?

I asked if the typhoon had gone.

5. Will they close the shop?

I asked if they would close the shop.

